The Bachelor of Arts in Sociology requires a total of
120 credits, including 32 credits earned in
sociology. In addition to required sociology courses,
CU Denver has a set of core university
requirements for all undergraduates. These include
courses in the humanities, social sciences,
behavioral sciences, and natural/physical sciences.
CU Denver also requires that students demonstrate
competency in mathematics and writing, either
through testing or coursework. Details on these
requirements are available from the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences. For more information,
please visit: http://clas.ucdenver.edu/advising

Criminology

Required Courses

Criminology is the field of study dedicated to understanding crime
as a social phenomenon.
Criminologists study the social
construc on of laws, nature and causes of crime, reac ons to the
breaking of laws, and the preven on, control and treatment of
crime. The Department of Sociology’s Criminology Cer ficate oﬀers
an essen al founda on for students pursuing careers in criminal
jus ce, vic m and community services, criminal law, and non‐profit
organiza ons in local and interna onal contexts. The cer ficate
also prepares interested students for law school and graduate
programs in sociology and criminology.

SOCY 1001 - Introduction to Sociology (3 cr.)
SOCY 2001 - Inequalities in the Social World (3 cr.)
SOCY 3119 - Qualitative Methods (4 cr.)
SOCY 3115 - Quantitative Methods & Analysis (4 cr.)
SOCY 3140 - Sociological Theory (3 cr.)
SOCY 4830 - Senior Capstone: Worklife Practices
& Policies (3 cr.)

Elective Courses
Students also choose a minimum of 12 credits of
elective courses from the sociology department.
Elective courses must be completed with a
minimum cumulative grade point average of a
“C” (2.0). F’s will not be averaged in. 3 of these
elective credits must be at the 4000 level.
Sociology Honors

Students can earn a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology
through on-campus classes or by doing the degree
entirely online. Of the 32 credits of coursework
required in sociology, at least 16 credits must be
earned in 3000 or 4000-level courses. The
maximum number of credits permitted in the major
is 56. Within the major, 20 credits are earned in
required sociology courses, leaving 12-36 elective
credits in sociology. A minimum cumulative GPA of
2.0 must be earned in the sociology electives (F’s
are not averaged in).

Cer fy yourself with one of three new cer ficate oﬀerings!
*All courses must be taken a CU Denver*
*Must receive a “C” (2.0) or be er in all cer ficate courses*

The Sociology core consists of the following
courses, which must be completed with a grade of
“C” (2.0) or better in each individual course.

Students who major in sociology have the option of
graduating with sociology honors. The Department
offers three levels of honors with the BA degree:
departmental
honors
(cum
laude),
high
departmental honors (magna cum laude), and
highest departmental honors (summa cum laude).
To earn departmental honors, students must
complete two semesters of Directed Research
(SOCY 4880) supervised by a faculty member.
Prior to beginning SOCY 4880, students are
required to take Introduction to Sociology (1001),
Qualitative Methods (3119), and Quantitative
Methods & Analysis (3115), and earn a “B” (3.0) or
higher in each of these courses. Occasionally,
students may obtain special permission from their
faculty supervisor to begin Directed Research
before taking all of the courses listed above.

Sociology of Health and Medicine

A sociology minor is earned by completing a
minimum of 15 credits in sociology with a grade of
“C” (2.0) or better. Nine (9) of these credits must be
earned from CU Denver. Six (6) of these credits
must be upper division (3000 or 4000 level).
Required Courses
SOCY 1001 - Introduction to Sociology
- Offered every semester
ONE of the following courses:
- SOCY 2001 - Inequalities in the Social World
- SOCY 3119 - Qualitative Methods
- SOCY 3115 - Quantitative Methods & Analysis
- SOCY 3140 - Sociological Theory
Elective Courses
Students also choose a minimum of 9 credits of
elective Sociology courses.

Medical sociology is a subfield devoted to the study of popula on
health, health care systems and policy, and the social dimensions of
illness and healing. Medical sociologists study the causes of health
inequali es, social construc ons of health and illness, origins of
medical authority, doctor‐pa ent rela onships, community
influences on health, and the social forces that aﬀect policy. The
Sociology Department’s Sociology of Health and Medicine
Cer ficate provides training in the core research methodologies and
theories of medical sociology, examining individual experience,
ins tu onal structures, laws and policies that aﬀect health, and
broader systems of inequality that lead to unequal rates of illness
and access to care. This cer ficate provides depth of training in
these areas and is ideal for students interested in graduate‐level
study and social research on health and medicine, as well as those
interested in careers in public health, health care services, and non‐
profit organiza ons.

Families and Social Welfare
This cer ficate provides students a founda on for understanding
the complex role of families and family members at mul ple levels,
as well as the social systems and organiza ons responsible for
suppor ng families and individuals. The content and methods
courses will prepare students for direct service posi ons working
with individuals and families (e.g., human and social services), or
research, policy or advocacy posi ons addressing family issues (e.g.,
housing, violence and abuse, paren ng, social welfare). Students
earning the cer ficate also will be well‐posi oned to pursue
advanced degrees in social work, public health, counseling, law,
sociology, or related disciplines.

