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Chester A. Franklin, 
along with his mother 

Clara Williams 
Franklin edited and 
published the Denver 
Statesman, later the 
Denver Star, a weekly 
paper that served the 
African American 

community in Colorado, 
Wyoming, Montana, 
Utah, and Nevada. He 
ran the paper from 

1898 to 1913. 

 
 
 
 

Prior to white 
settlement, Arapaho 
and other Plains 
Indian tribes 

communicated via smoke 
signals and sign 
language. Arapaho 
Chief Little Raven, 
said “I have met 

[tribes] whose vocal 
languages… we did not 
understand, but we 

communicated freely in 
sign language.” 

OW BS 

 
 
 
 

Across the country, teenage 
boys, who often engaged in 

horseplay and foul 
language, were the first 
telephone operators. 

Telephone companies began 
hiring “girls” in order to 
present a gentile image to 
customers. This was one of 
the few jobs a well-brought-
up young woman could have. 
Operators were exclusively 

women until the Equal 
Opportunity Act of 1972. 

 
 
 
 

Dolores Huerta co-
founded the National 
Farm Workers Union 
with Cesar Chavez in 
1962. Huerta was adept 
at communication and 
organizing in her 
mission to give a 

voice to migrant farm 
workers. She was also 
instrumental in the 
Chicano Movement 
around the U.S, 

including in Colorado.  
 
 
 

In 1984, Sol Trujillo 
was appointed U.S. 
WEST vice president 

for operations. At age 
32, he was the 

youngest officer 
appointed by U.S. WEST 

and the first 
Hispanic. He advanced 
to president and CEO 
in 1998, becoming 
America's first 

native-born Latino to 
serve as CEO of a 

Fortune 200 company. 

To learn more about Communication in History,  
visit nationalhistorydayincolorado.org and nhd.org. 

 
Scan the QR codes on the back for more info on these and other figures in Colorado 

Communications History. 
 



 

Scan the QR codes below to learn more about the communication theme events and figures featured on the front of the poster. 
  
 
 

Regions 
 

San Luis Valley and Vicinity 
Dr. Edward R. Crowther 
ercrowth@adams.edu 
Regional Contest: January 30  
 
Charter School 
Paula Worley 
Paula.worley@crownpointeacademy.org 
Regional Contest: February 27 
 
Pikes Peak 
Kathy Lindeman 
klindeman@coloradocollege.edu 
Regional Contest: February 27 
 
Denver City 
Kayla Gabehart (interim) 
kayla.gabehart@ucdenver.edu 
Regional Contest: March 6 
 
Durango/4 Corners 
John Hise 
Jhise2@durangoschools.org 
Regional Contest: March 12 
 
Western Slope 
Vincent Patarino 
vpatarin@coloradomesa.edu 
Regional Contest: March 13 
 
Boulder Valley 
Emily Cosmos & Angel Stobaugh 
emily.cosmos@bvsd.org 
angel.stobaugh@bvsd.org 
Regional Contest: March 13 
 
 

Greater Denver Metro 
Kelly Cvanciger 
nhdcgreaterdenvermetro@gmail.com 
Regional Contest: March 20 
 
Mountain 
John Spierling  
John.spierling@summitk12.org  
Regional Contest: March 27 
 
Aurora 
Jessica Lira 
jlira@auroragov.org 
Regional Contest: March 27 
 
Central Plains 
Manser Kierstead 
mkierstead@esdk12.org 
Regional Contest: April 2 
 
Northeast/Greeley 
Jamie Fogg 
jamie.fogg@unco.org 
Regional Contest: April 3 
 
Southeast/Pueblo 
Dawn Carver & Sandy Hudock 
df.carver@pack.csupueblo.edu 
sandyhudock@hotmail.com 
Regional Contest: April 3 
 
 

State and Nation 
 

 
 

National History Day in Colorado 
University of Colorado Denver 

College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 
Student Commons Building #3128 
Campus Box 182, PO Box 173364 

Denver, CO 80217-3364 
Phone: 303-315-1789 

Email: nhdc@ucdenver.edu 
Nationalhistorydayincolorado.org 

State Contest: May 1, 2021 
 

 
 

National History Day 
4511 Knox Rd., Suite 205 
College Park, MD 20740 

Phone: 301-314-9739 
Fax: 301-314-9767 

Email: info@nhd.org 
www.nhd.org 

National Contest: June 2021 
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Early Colorado  
Communications 
History 
 
To learn more, visit the online archive of 
the Telecommunication History Group 
at bit.ly/telecomhistco 
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