4

  
The Great Khan: The Ruler of the Largest Empire Known to Man
 (1162-1240)
The life of Genghis Khan is a contradiction of triumph and tragedy. His younger life was filled with cruelty which made him into the leader he became – cruel to his enemies but fair to his followers.  Mongol tribes were illiterate, enduring many hardships, and were always fighting over turf.[footnoteRef:1]  There was constant quarreling and scheming which led to a life that was violent and unpredictable.[footnoteRef:2]  “Before the appearance of Genghis Khan, they had no chief or ruler. Each tribe or two tribes lived separately; they were not united with one another, and there was constant fights and hostility between,” wrote Ata Malik Juvyni, a Persian writer.[footnoteRef:3]   He was a ruthless, unjust conqueror and yet the Mongols looked to him as a hero because he made their lives better. 	Comment by PlagScan2: Citation, source: https://carolinaasiacenter.unc.edu/files/2018/11/Genghis-Khan-.pdf	Comment by PlagScan: Possible sources: https://www.livescience.com/43260-genghis-khan.html https://uyghuramerican.org/article/genghis-khan-founder-mongol-empire-facts-biography.html https://naomispenny.blogspot.com/2016/11/ http://anthropologistintheattic.blogspot.com/2014/03/	Comment by PlagScan2: Citation, sources: https://www.livescience.com/43260-genghis-khan.html https://uyghuramerican.org/article/genghis-khan-founder-mongol-empire-facts-biography.html https://naomispenny.blogspot.com/2016/11/ http://anthropologistintheattic.blogspot.com/2014/03/ [1:  William of Rubruck, “The Journey of William of Rubruck” 1253-55, in Burack, Johnathan, The Mongol Impact on China, Europe, and the Middle East, The Historian’s Apprentice, Mind Sparks, 2010.  
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 Born about 1162 as a Kiyat Mongol, he was named Temujin which means iron or blacksmith.[footnoteRef:10]  He spent his early days collecting dung, grooming horses, herding sheep and yaks.[footnoteRef:11]  He was betrothed at nine to a neighboring chief’s daughter and lived in her village. After four years, he returned home when his father was poisoned by rival Tartars at a Tartar feast.[footnoteRef:12]  The Kiyats didn’t want to follow such a young boy, so the tribe kicked his Mother and six siblings out with only a few horses and one warrior.  Temujin killed his older half-brother and took over as provider of his poverty-stricken household.[footnoteRef:13]  Captured and enslaved at age 20 by the clan that abandoned the family,[footnoteRef:14] he managed to escape with the help of an old warrior and joined his brothers and other clansmen to form a fighting unit.[footnoteRef:15] They avenged his father’s murder by destroying every male in the clan who was more than 3 feet tall. In 1178, he married Borte;[footnoteRef:16] but shortly after the wedding, the Kiyat village was attacked by a rival Merkit tribe.[footnoteRef:17] His wife was carried off and given to the chieftain as a wife.[footnoteRef:18] Temujin joined forces with the Kiyats to raid the Merkit stronghold and rescue his wife.  Shortly after returning home, she gave birth to their first son, Jochi. Even though there was some doubt, Temujin accepted him as his own. A total of four sons with Borte were qualified for succession.[footnoteRef:19] 		Comment by PlagScan: Possible sources: https://carolinaasiacenter.unc.edu/files/2018/11/Genghis-Khan-.pdf https://sunbelz.wordpress.com/2017/04/08/genghis-khan-and-the-great-mongol-empire/	Comment by PlagScan: Possible source: https://www.biography.com/people/genghis-khan-9308634	Comment by PlagScan: Possible source: https://www.biography.com/people/genghis-khan-9308634	Comment by PlagScan: Possible source: https://www.perdurabo10.net/genghis-khan.html	Comment by PlagScan: Possible source: https://www.biography.com/people/genghis-khan-9308634	Comment by PlagScan: Possible source: https://www.biography.com/people/genghis-khan-9308634	Comment by PlagScan: Possible source: https://www.biography.com/people/genghis-khan-9308634	Comment by PlagScan: Possible source: https://www.biography.com/people/genghis-khan-9308634 [10: Evan Andrews, “10 Things You May Not Know About Genghis Khan,” 2.
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Temujin knew he must end the old way of Mongol fighting.[footnoteRef:20] He knew the Mongols would not be strong unless they were united so he began building a reputation as a warrior attracting a large number of followers.[footnoteRef:21] He was believed to be a “bogdo,” a man gifted by Heaven.[footnoteRef:22]  He began launching campaigns deep into central Asia because of the need for more animals and to prevent starvation.[footnoteRef:23]  He approached his former warriors and demanded the tribute due to a chieftain. He would put competent allies rather than relatives in key positions and executed the leader of enemy tribes.[footnoteRef:24] Genghis called his generals the “Raging Torrents” and began alliances with heads of important tribes. His victories were swift and the Mongols became feared fighters. By his early 20’s, he was a mighty warrior and leader[footnoteRef:25]  By 1205 he had vanquished all rivals including his former best friend, Jamuka.[footnoteRef:26] When other chieftains sought his help, he demanded their allegiance.	Comment by PlagScan: Possible sources: https://carolinaasiacenter.unc.edu/files/2018/11/Genghis-Khan-.pdf https://sunbelz.wordpress.com/2017/04/08/genghis-khan-and-the-great-mongol-empire/	Comment by PlagScan: Possible sources: https://carolinaasiacenter.unc.edu/files/2018/11/Genghis-Khan-.pdf https://sunbelz.wordpress.com/2017/04/08/genghis-khan-and-the-great-mongol-empire/	Comment by PlagScan: Possible sources: https://carolinaasiacenter.unc.edu/files/2018/11/Genghis-Khan-.pdf https://sunbelz.wordpress.com/2017/04/08/genghis-khan-and-the-great-mongol-empire/	Comment by PlagScan: Possible sources: https://carolinaasiacenter.unc.edu/files/2018/11/Genghis-Khan-.pdf https://sunbelz.wordpress.com/2017/04/08/genghis-khan-and-the-great-mongol-empire/	Comment by PlagScan: Possible sources: https://carolinaasiacenter.unc.edu/files/2018/11/Genghis-Khan-.pdf https://sunbelz.wordpress.com/2017/04/08/genghis-khan-and-the-great-mongol-empire/ [20:  Ibid.
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In 1206 a great Kuriltai (council) was summoned to choose a ruler for all the nomad tribes.  All the chieftains voted for Temujin and gave him the new name of Genghis Khan, Lord of the Steppes, and ruler of the world.[footnoteRef:27]  The leading shaman declared Khan the supreme god of the Mongols carrying not only political importance, but spiritual significance.[footnoteRef:28] Said to Temujin by Altan, Khuchar, Sach-bekit: [27:  Williams, Genghis Khan, 12.
]  [28:  Frank E. Smitha, “Genghis Khan in the Great Mongol Empire,” Microhistory and World Timeline, 1998-2018, www.fsmitha.com\hs\hilmon.htm, 3.    
 ] 

 “We appoint you as our Khan.  If you will be our Khan, we will go as vanguard against the multitude of your enemies. . .. If in time of battle we disobey your orders or in time of peace we act contrary to your interests, part us from our wives and possessions and cast us out into the wilderness.”[footnoteRef:29] [29:  “Ghingis Khan and the Tatars”, Secret History, 1940 in Yapp, Malcolm, Ghingis Khan and the Mongol Empire, Greenhaven Press, Inc., 1980.  
] 

This oath is which made Temujin the Great Khan with the name of Chingis,[footnoteRef:30] which is  [30:  “Chingis Becomes Khan of the Mongols”, Secret History, 1940 in Yapp, Malcolm, Ghingis Khan and the Mongol Empire, Greenhaven Press, Inc., 1980.  
] 

just another way to spell Chengis.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Even though his kingdom was the largest in the world, it was impossible for it to be ruled effectively for any length of time which ultimately ended it, but not during his lifetime. The Mongolian people still look at him as a national hero. From a tragic childhood, Genghis Khan rose into a fearless warrior and leader, feeling he had the divine right to conquer the world.[footnoteRef:61] He was open to new unique ideas that made his empire so successful. Although seen as a cruel and an unjust conqueror, Genghis Khan overcame numerous obstacles to triumph as a great ruler over the largest empire in the world.	Comment by PlagScan: Possible source: https://www.perdurabo10.net/genghis-khan.html	Comment by PlagScan: Possible sources: https://www.livescience.com/43260-genghis-khan.html https://uyghuramerican.org/article/genghis-khan-founder-mongol-empire-facts-biography.html https://naomispenny.blogspot.com/2016/11/ http://anthropologistintheattic.blogspot.com/2014/03/	Comment by PlagScan: Possible source: https://www.biography.com/people/genghis-khan-9308634 [61:  Jarus, “Genghis Khan, Founder of Mongol Empire: Facts & Biography,” 5.] 






