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	Rambutan is a plant native to Southeast Asia and it has become a wide staple in desserts and entrees in that region. 100 years ago, there would be no such fruit, or stores, to distribute Asian goods for the local Asian American. There was one central hub in Denver for Asian Americans, but it is forgotten and its ashes lay beneath the just infrastructure for the growing diversity in American culture Hop Alley was a square in Denver where Chinese immigrants migrated to where they would celebrate their culture massively and entirely as a community. Between fifteenth and Wazee, they would build their social structure and economy by finding jobs for themselves[footnoteRef:1] However, it was burned down in a riot of 1880 when European immigrants living in the same city concluded that the Asians were stealing their jobs when really, they were looking for a scapegoat. Before this had happened, tensions between the immigrants were bad enough as it was. The Asian Americans were just perceived as a threat due to yellow journalism and the alien status of being Asian in the Western Frontier[footnoteRef:2]. After the riot, Asians had plummeted further because of the propaganda from future wars. However, the Asian community stayed and prospered. This event in Colorado history marked the tragedy of the Asian discrimination in Colorado, but also, as a triumph, the re-fortification of the Asian American dream in The West. [1:  Yongli. “Denver's Chinatown.” Articles | Colorado Encyclopedia, 30 Aug. 2016, Date Accessed 17 April 2019]  [2:   Roy T. Wortman, "Denver's Anti-Chinese Riot, 1880," Colorado Magazine 42 (1965): 275–91.] 

First Chinese 
	Back in the middle 1800s, there was a great influx of immigrants ranging from all over Europe into the Americas. Through New York, they would migrate and conquer the great western frontier during the Gold Rush. The first wave of immigrants occurred between 1850 and 1917. These Asian Americans moved here to succeed with their fellow white partners. However, they were discriminated and not able to achieve “The American Dream”[footnoteRef:3]. They were disregarded and even referred to as “zipper heads” because when they were forced to work on the railroads, some would die and become part of the zipper/railroad.  It was a gruesome beginning and there were no humble openings for them to exploit.  [3:   Dirlik Arif and Yeung Malcolm,, Chinese on the American Frontier (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2001)] 

	The other work they had dabbled in was in Opium, laundry work, and prostitution. Yellow journalism plus continued customers of the white race fueled anger on America’s gates[footnoteRef:4]. The Chinese were perceived as bashing the home economy with their steady income from these bad jobs gaining themselves the title, “Opium Fiends.”. Economically, they were no better than when they had first arrived. [4:  Yongli. “Denver's Chinatown.” Articles | Colorado Encyclopedia, 30 Aug. 2016, Date Accessed 17 April 2019] 

There were contract laborers who could not get a steady job, let alone get a steady wage. Primarily Chinese were abused in the contract work, but it was necessary for the Opium Wars back at home were troubling. Since Asian languages were incomprehensible and not being taught to most Americans, many of the minor Asian races fell under Chinese. Taiwanese, Malaysian and Laos were subject to this type of racism rendering them helpless. However, they continued to band together and strive for the streets paved with gold. Surviving the unjust treatment led to the beginning of primarily Asian settlements for the weary race. 
Rising Tensions
The Asiatic Exclusion League was among the groups who supported the racism against Asians. They deemed that they needed to stamp out the “Yellow Peril.” Asian Americans faced heavier prejudice from government laws like the Page Act which labeled forced laborers from Asia as “undesirable persons” in immigrations[footnoteRef:5]. The Chinese endured massacres of their own people, public shaming, and day to day harassment, but none were more famous in Denver than its burning of its own Chinatown. Hop Alley continued to be a home for hiding Asians[footnoteRef:6]. Government and people alike were not in favor of the race which led to its inevitable destruction. [5: Zhu Liping, The Road to Chinese Exclusion: The Denver Riot, 1880 Election, and the Rise of the West (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2013). ]  [6:  David J. Wishart, “Encyclopedia of the Great Plains.” Encyclopedia of the Great Plains | WIND ENERGY,] 

Italian immigrants came to the conclusion that the Asians hiding in Hop Alley were stealing their jobs and running their town[footnoteRef:7]. Seeing Chinese prostitutes roaming their city sparked a sense of overwhelming nationalism in their labor groups[footnoteRef:8]. Biased newspapers had contributed to this notion providing the perfect outlet for their frustration[footnoteRef:9]. [7:  William Wei,, “History and Memory: The Story of Denver’s Chinatown,” in Western Voices: 125 Years of Colorado Writing, ed. Steve Grinstead and Ben Fogelberg (Denver: Colorado Historical Society, 2004).]  [8:  Wong P. Bernard, “Chinatowns: Persistence and Change,” Journal of Chinese Overseas 7, no. 1 (2007). ]  [9:  John R. Wunder, "Anti- Chinese Violence in the American West, 1850–1910." In Law for the Elephant, Law for the Beaver: Essays in the Legal History of the North American West, edited by John Mc- Claren. Pasadena CA: Ninth Judicial Circuit Historical Society, 1992: 212–36. ] 


Hop Alley Riot 
	In 1880, Hop Alley was burned down and ransacked over a pool match in favor of a Chinese Immigrant. During the riot, it would be discovered that one man had been hanged. Appendix A shows the mere horror on the faces of the Chinese citizens. The rising tensions blew over explosively just as how it would be predicted.[footnoteRef:10] Chinatowns in Midwest slowly began to diminish over time[footnoteRef:11]. The “Hop Alley Riot” was on the receiving end of the political fumes on Asian newcomers. It’s not surprising to hear that the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 was passed two years after. Many more riots like Hop Alley occurred[footnoteRef:12] in an attempt to force the Asians “to go back to their country.”[footnoteRef:13] This was a widely circulated solution to the Asian plague because it would give Americans “control” over their country[footnoteRef:14]. It is believed that nationalist American views transpired out of typical American pride and a feeling of indifference towards races other than white[footnoteRef:15]. Slavery had been abolished decades prior yet the feeling of true equality had yet to blossom into America.  [10:  Everett Collection Historical, “October 31, 1880 anti-Chinese riot in Denver, Colorado was triggered by a bar room fight. It resulted in the complete destruction of Denver's Chinatown and the death of 28 year old Chinese man, Look Young.”]  [11:  The Fort Collins Courier, “ Hop Alley is to be Knocked off Map of Denver, Says Chief.” The Fort Collins Courier pg. 5 10 Jan 1922 ]  [12:  Benton Gregor, Chinatowns (London: Routledge, 2007). ]  [13:  St. Louis Globe Democrat, “Lynch the Lepper” St. Louis Globe Democrat 1 November 1880 ]  [14:  F. Opper, “The Yellow Peril.” Pinterest Date Unknown ]  [15:  The Loveland Reporter, “Denver Policeman thot meant physical cleanup of Hop Alley.” The Loveland Reporter pg. 2 11 July 1921 ] 

	Years later, it was rebuilt and maintained over 1000 Chinese citizens until 1940, where it was replaced by warehouses[footnoteRef:16]. This is surprising since everywhere else they had stayed at, they would be shooed away. In this enclave of the city, they started to build a home again which meant there was still hope for the future of Chinese in Denver. [16:  Yongli. “Denver's Chinatown.” Articles | Colorado Encyclopedia, 30 Aug. 2016, Date Accessed 17 April 2019] 

Years after Asian Discrimination 
	The Asian discrimination had never faded away, but it had continued because of WW2 troubles and other ordeals within. Pearl Harbor was the perfect excuse for the race to become even more incarcerated into internment camps[footnoteRef:17]. Their living conditions included being separated from your families, not having enough food, and dying in extreme cases. Asians continued to experience racial discrimination. Although Pearl Harbor was the Japanese’s fault, the complexity and confusion of these races to the public led to discrimination of all the Asian races[footnoteRef:18].  [17:  The Denver Post, “Denver Chinatown Hop Alley Market and Blake [sic] east of 20th St.” The Denver Post 14 June 1940 ]  [18:  The Denver Post Headline, “Denver Chinatown Ordered Torn Down.” The Denver Post June 14th, 1940 ] 

The continued unfair and unjust treatment of the race was detrimental for the solution to this problem. They continued to stay as a form of a peaceful protest[footnoteRef:19]. Their collective calm mindedness of every situation led to the acts being reformed just as slavery was[footnoteRef:20]. Asians were inspired by the way black communities handled the harsh racism and took advantage of the fact that they were living in more advanced time. Every now and then, there would be an outburst or two about the black community, but it was quickly quenched by the peaceful and negotiable terms[footnoteRef:21]. Asians learned from their lesson of letting the whites do whatever they want. Now they were going to speak up for themselves in spite of all the wars, discrimination, and racial bias.  [19:  Lee, Erika, “At America's Gates: Chinese Immigration During the Exclusion Era, 1882-1943” North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press, 2003. Accessed 16 April 2019]  [20:  Denver Post, and Toto Christian. “Remembering When Denver Had a Chinatown.” The Denver Post, The Denver Post, 6 May 2011, ]  [21:  William Wei, “Asians in Colorado.” UW News, 2016, ] 

100 Years Later
	Pacific Ocean Marketplace is the reincarnation of the Asian dream in the west. There are a ton of delicacies and restaurants that obtain foods from there. In which case, it is a perfect example of the prospering Asian community in recent years. Salons, bookstores and in other shops had primarily American employees and owners but a huge influx of popular Asian outlets have been established since then[footnoteRef:22]. The primarily Asian cast in Crazy Rich Asians is a prime example of how the Asians have evolved since their times of continued prejudice in the 1800s. Therein lies the cause of how this occurred subtle and effective. It was a culmination of efforts on both sides of the race argument. The whites and the Asians came to an agreement to not be mean to each other.  America gave laws which gave back the freedom to the Asian American.  [22:  "AAFE's 45th Annual Lunar New Year Banquet." Asian Americans for Equality.] 

	Hop Alley had to have happened before the prosperous period that we live in today. The conditions for which it rioted boiled over the tensions, essentially releasing it so that Asians could start with a clean slate[footnoteRef:23]. It is not seen as a noble sacrifice at first, but the first Asian Americans toiled through harsh conditions for almost a century to get the equilibrium we have today. [23:  The Register-Guard, “Race Riot tore apart Denver’s Chinatown.” The West pg. 2  30 October 1996 ] 

Asian Americans 
The fire which occurred during the riot was essential to the creation of the new and improved “Hop Alley’s” in the United States all around the world. Just as the Asians were becoming more and more neglected, they were slowly becoming the underdog that obtained the white man’s respect. However, the way that Asians were being treated was becoming more and more normalized. Japan’s efforts to help America in exports and in wars against communism has led to the political tension to die down. Therefore, discrimination has decreased exponentially in an effort to respect the Asian people. The factor of there being more educated individuals in society has also led to a renaissance in the way we think about racial equality and the way Asians have been treated and are being treated today[footnoteRef:24]. From a historical point of view, the Asian American fight for equality has been a steady uphill and now, in the 1900s there is only downhill for Asian Americans.  [24:   Jeff. Kraft, “A View of the Rockies: A Regional Economic Development Blog for Denver.” Remembering the Destruction of Denver's Chinatown and Avoiding the Mistakes of the Past, 1 Jan. 1970, ] 

	Hop Alley has been the kindle starter for the fire that is the Asian American revolution. Just as Asians were about to become the new topic of racial wars, they had turned the tables[footnoteRef:25]. They took the matter into their own hands and provided a new and innovative way for their people to survive after the fact that they were being discriminated and being racially attacked. They hid their Asian qualities before, but now, Asian culture is being celebrated all around the world thanks to Hop Alley’s burning and other Chinatowns. [25:   Hop Alley/Chinese Riot of 1880 -- Denver, CO". Waymarking.com. ] 
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