
 

Center for 
New Directions

D E S I G N E D  F O R :

•	Community  Organizers

•	Pol icy Directors/Analysts

•	Socia l  Economy Pract i t ioners

•	Urban Development Professionals

•	Local  & State Government Off ic ia ls

•	Smal l  & Rural  Jur isdict ion Specia l ists
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An MA Program
in Politics and Public Policy

EDUCAT ION FOR TOMORROW’S C IV IC  LEADERS
 IN  LOCAL &  STATE COMMUNIT IES



Salaried internships in local
jurisdictions
Network with city & county
officials
Courses in public policy, 
local administration, current
Colorado politics, & public
budgeting

Funded positions in
nonprofits & community-
based organizations
Action-research on
community issues
Courses in labor issues,
nonprofit politics, and 
growth with equity

Engage with solidarity &
social economy organizations
Study innovative economic
alternatives 
Courses in worker
cooperatives, financing
strategies, & political
economy for organizers

PROGRAM SPECIALIZATIONS

w w w. c f n d i r e c t i o n s . o r g  -  m i n s u n . j i @ u c d e n v e r . e d u  -  3 0 3 - 3 1 5 - 1 7 5 5  -   f a c e b o o k . c o m / c f n d i r e c t i o n s

THE  NEW D IRECT IONS  MASTER  OF  THE  ARTS  IN  POL I T ICAL  SC IENCE
D e v e l o p i n g  p u b l i c ,  n o n - p r o f i t ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s h i p . 

A CIVIC LEADERSHIP & COMMUNITY/LABOR ORGANIZING MA

Who  we  a re . .      

New Direct ions (ND) is  a publ ic  leadership and community  organiz ing Master ’s  program 
in the Pol i t ica l  Science Department a t  the Univers i ty  of  Colorado Denver. We of fer 
weekend courses to develop c iv ic  leaders in publ ic , nonprof i t , labor  or  community 
sectors. 

Through our partnerships with non-profi t  organizations and government jur isdict ions, ND has 
produced hundreds of alumni working to bui ld community power and identify pol icy solut ions to 
local chal lenges.

Bui lding on this record of community-engagement, we offer three program tracks: local 
government, community-labor organizing and social  economy innovations. 

Our vision is to create a hub for community and labor organizing 
education by bringing different social  movement actors together to 

bui ld sol idarity and deepen university-community partnerships.   



W e  b u i l d  o u r  c u r r i c u l u m  a r o u n d  e n h a n c i n g  p u b l i c  l e a d e r s h i p , 
c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y / l a b o r  o r g a n i z i n g  s k i l l s . 

 

O U R  FA C U LT Y
Ou r  f a c u l t y  a r e  a c t i v e  i n  r e s e a r c h  a nd  p ub l i c a t i o n ,  b u t  man y  a r e  a l s o  wo r k i n g 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  s e r v i n g  a s  t own  manage r s,  g o v e r nmen t  o f f i c i a l s,  l a b o r 
o r g a n i z e r s,  a n d  l e a d e r s  o f  c ommun i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s. 

F L E X I B L E  W E E K E N D  &  O N L I N E  C O U R S E S 
We e k e n d  i n t e n s i v e  c l a s s e s  a l l o w  s t u d e n t s  t o  c o m p l e t e  a  f u l l  g r a d u a t e 
s e m i n a r  i n  6  d a y s  o f  r e t r e a t - s t y l e  c l a s s e s,  h e l d  o v e r  3  w e e k e n d s.  O n l i n e  a n d 
i n d e p e n d e n t  s t u d y  a l l o w  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  f l e x i b i l i t y. 

B e s t  a n d  B r i g h t e s t  I n t e r n s h i p  P r o g r a m
We  pa r t n e r  w i t h  l o c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s 
a nd  t h e  Co l o r a do  Depa r tmen t  o f  L o c a l 
A f f a i r s  t o  o f f e r  s a l a r i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
g o v e r nmen t  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  o u r  Ma s t e r s ’ 
s t u d e n t s. 

T h i s  i n t e r n s h i p  r u n s  f o r  t wo  y e a r s  a n d 
s t u d en t s  who  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s 
p a i d  i n t e r n s h i p  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  j o i n 
o u r  MA  p r o g r am  be f o r e  a pp l y i n g  f o r 
t h i s  i n t e r n s h i p  o ppo r t u n i t y. 

Commun i t y / L a bor  Pa id  Fe l l ow sh i p  P r og r am
Ou r  c o nne c t i o n s  w i t h  c ommun i t y 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a nd  l o c a l  l a b o r  u n i o n s 
g i v e  u s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  o f f e r  u n i q u e 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  o ppo r t u n i t i e s  t o  s t u d en t s, 
i n c l u d i n g  a  p a i d  s t u d en t  i n t e r n s h i p, 
c o v e r i n g  a  f u l l  y e a r ’ s  t u i t i o n .

S e l e c t e d  s t u d en t s  w i l l  w o r k  10 -12 
hou r s  a  wee k . S t u d en t s  g a i n  g r o u nd -
l e v e l  e x p e r i e n c e, men t o r s h i p,  a n d 
n e two r k i n g  o ppo r t u n i t i e s.

PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR STUDENTS   

E M P H A S I S  O N  C I V I C  E N G A G E M E N T  A N D 
C O M M U N I T Y  PA RT N E R S H I P

C O M M U N I T Y / L A B O R  L E A D E R S H I P  F E L L O W S  P R O G R A M :  We  v a l u e  s t r o n g 
p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s,  s o c i a l  e c o n o m y  s e c t o r s  a n d  l a b o r 
u n i o n s.  We  p r o v i d e  l e a d e r s h i p  d e v e l o p m e n t  s u p p o r t  f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h r o u g h 
o u r  f e l l o w s h i p  p r o g r a m .  I f  an organizat ion is  wi l l ing to support  i ts 
member or  staff  in  jo in ing our  MA or  Cert i f icate programs to pursue 
leadership development ,  we wi l l  match funding to cover  one year ’s 
tu i t ion.

SELECT  FACULTY

C r i s a n t a  D u r a n
J D,  C U  B o u l d e r 

S p ea ke r  o f  t h e  Co l o r a do  Hou s e  o f 
R ep r e s e n t a t i v e s.  A s  t h e  f i r s t  L a t i n a 

S p e a ke r  o f  t h e  Hou s e  i n  CO, s h e  b r i n g s  
h e r  e x p e r t i s e  i n  CO  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o l i t i c s.

C h r i s t y  D o o n
M A ,  C U  D e n v e r 

Co l o r a d o  Depa r tmen t  o f  L o c a l  A f f a i r s 
R eg i o n a l  M anage r  o f f e r i n g  e x p e r t i s e  i n 

h o w  sm a l l  a n d  r u r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  f a c e 
c u r r e n t  c h a l l e n g e s.

C a r o l  H e d g e s
J D,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K a n s a s

Fo und e r /D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Co l o r a do  F i s c a l 
I n s t i t u t e  a n d  D i r e c t o r.  E x p e r t  o n  t a x , 

f i s c a l ,  &  b udge t  p o l i c i e s  i n  Co l o r a do.

J o s e p h  D r e x l e r
P h D,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h

L ab o r  s c ho l a r  a n d  a  h i g h - r a n k i n g  o f f i c i a l 
f o r  t r a d e  u n i o n s  i n  t h e  US, C a n ad a , a n d 

Sw i t z e r l a n d .  

L i s a  D u r a n
M A ,  U C  R i v e r s i d e

E x e c. D i r e c t o r  G r a s s r o o t s  G r a n tmake r s. 
D e c ad e s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  p h i l a n t h r o p y, 

r a c e  a nd  s o c i a l  mo vemen t s.  Fo r me r 
e x e c.  d i r e c t o r  CO  R i g h t s  f o r  A l l  Peop l e

M i n s u n  J i
P h D,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  D e n v e r

S ea so ned  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  n o np r o f i t  s e c t o r 
w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  l a b o r  &  imm i g r a n t 

o r g a n i z i n g.  A c adem i c  e x p e r t i s e  i n  s o c i a l 
e c o nomy  i n n o v a t i o n s.

To n y  R o b i n s o n
P h D,  U C  B e r k e l e y

L o ng t i m e  a c ad em i c  a c t i v i s t  i n  a f f o r d a b l e 
h o u s i n g,  h o m e l e s s n e s s,  &  g e n t r i f i c a t i o n 

i s s u e s.  R e c e i v e d  awa r d s  i n  t e a c h i n g, 
c o m m un i t y  s e r v i c e,  a n d  a pp l i c a t i o n s  o f 

t e c h no l o g y  i n  e d u c a t i o n .

R i c h a r d  M a l e
M A ,   N e w  Yo r k  U n i v e r s i t y

A  f o u nd e r  o f  v a r i o u s  CO  nonp r o f i t s 
a n d  l o n g t ime  l e a d e r  i n  n o np r o f i t 

m an ag em en t ,  a d v o c a c y,  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p 
d e v e l o pmen t .

J a m e s  W a l s h
P h D,  C U  B o u l d e r

I n nova t i v e  commun i t y -ba sed  educa t o r, 
coo rd i n a t o r  o f  t h e  Rome ro  Thea t e r 

Tr oupe,  &  se r v i c e  l e a r n i ng  pa r t ne r  o f 
mu l t i p l e  CBOs. Na t i o na l  NEA  C i v i l  R i gh t s 

awa rd  w i nne r.

I n t e r n s  a r e  c o m p e n s a t e d  w i t h  a  s a l a r y  a n d 
b e n e f i t s  p a c k a g e  o f  u p  t o  $ 4 2 , 5 0 0  p e r  y e a r . 
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“The CU Denver Political Science Community Leadership Curriculum gave me opportunities to unite classroom 

learning with community organizing and advocacy in the field. It launched my career in public leadership.”

 - Paul D. Lopez
Denver City Council

District 3

H O W  D O  I  A P P LY ?
A p p l i c at i o n s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  o n  a  r o l l i n g  b a s i s .

A p p l y  o n l i n e  a n y t i m e :
b i t . l y / a p p l y n o w n d

Q u e s t i o n s ?
C o n t a c t : 

D r.  M i n s u n  J i
D i r e c t o r,  N ew  D i r e c t i o n s

3 0 3 . 3 1 5 . 1 7 5 5

m i n s u n . j i @ u c d e n v e r. e d u
R o o m  3 2 1 3  S t u d e n t  C o m m o n s  B l d g

1 2 0 1  L a r i m e r  S t . 
D e n v e r,  C O  8 0 2 0 4

c l a s . ucdenve r. edu / newd i rec t i ons

MA Ap p l i c at i o n  Re q u i r e m e n t s

•	 An  underg radua te  degree  i n  any 
d i sc ip l i ne 

• 	 A  cumu la t i ve  3 .0  GPA

• 	 3   l e t t e rs  o f  r ecommenda t i on

• 	 A  wr i t i ng  samp le 

• 	 A  s ta tement  o f  pu rpose 

  S tandard ized  tes t  scores  (e .g . , GRE)  a re  not  requ i red .

An app l icant  who fa l l s  shor t  on  one or  more  cr i te r ia  may be  prov is iona l l y  admi t ted  and regu lar 
MA s ta tus  may be  earned by  a  s t rong per formance in  gradua te  work .

App ly  here : b i t . l y /app lynownd 

No n-d e g r e e  Se e k i n g Ce rt i f i c at e 
Ap p l i c at i o n  Re q u i r e m e n t s 

B A  C e r t i f i c a t e 
High schoo l  degree  or  GED  

M A  C e r t i f i c a t e 
BA degree  f rom an accred i ted  co l lege  or 

un ivers i ty

App ly  here : b i t . l y /NDcer t i f i ca te


