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What is QGIS?

	 QGIS is a free and open source Geographic Information System. This 	
	 means that a user has the ability to create, export and design maps,
	 much in the same way you would using and ArcMap. The upside, as
	 compared with ESRI products, is that QGIS is free for anyone to
	 download and use. QGIS can run on Linux, Unix, Mac OSX,
	 Windows and even Android. 

Why use QGIS?

	 The mian reason someone would want to use QGIS is the fact that 		
	 it is free and open source. Again, this means that anyone can use it 		
	 free of charge, and on many different systems.

What do I need to get started?

	 This document will show the steps necessary for getting started with 
	 QGIS. For basic cartography and map design, almost any computer
	 from the last ten years can run QGIS, which is a large upside
	 compared with beefier programs like ArcMap and ArcPro. That
	 being said a minimum of two cores is highly recommended, as well
	 as about 5GB of free space on your hard drive for the program and 
	 files.

Download

	 To get started with QGIS you will need to download the software
	 which matches your system. You will most likely be choosing
	 between Windows or Mac, and you will also need to know 
	 whether your system is 64bit ot 32bit.

	 To follow along with the instructions visit: https://www.qgis.org
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Step One: 
	 Once you have navigated to the QGIS homepage, select the green
	 “Download Now” button.
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Step Two:	
	 Once you have navigated to the Download page, you can select 
	 your system. This tutorial will follow the Windows procedure,
	 however the author of this help file has also downloaded QGIS on
	 Mac, and it is nearly identical a process. Once on this page select
	 your operating system to expand the drop down and view further 
	 options.

Step Three:
	
	 Here we see our 2 Major options, each with two Minor options
	 for which program to use. The top two are the latest versions, while 
	 the bottom two represent the most stable versions. Generally, the 
	 newest version will have the most tools and features, but the
	 previous versions will be more stable. This choice is up to you,
	 the user, but the instructions will move forward using the 3.14
	 version in 64 bit. 

Step Three. A

	 Click your choice and begin downloading the wizard.
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Step Four:
	
	 Once the download has finsihed, find it in your downloads and
	 double click it to start the Download Wizard. With the Wizard open,
	 click next.

Step Five:
	
	 Read the terms and conditions and then click “I Agree”.
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Step Six:

	 Choose a location for the software, and click Next.

Step Seven:

	 When choosing components, only select “QGIS” and finally,
	 Click Install.

	 The installation may take a few minutes. When the installation is
	 complete you can close the wizard and navigate to where you 
	 installed the application. In step six, we chose “Program Files”.
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Step Eight:

	 Open QGIS. To open a new, empty map you can double click
	 “New Empty Project.” Now that we have successfully downloaded and install QGIS we will pause 

here. In the next help file we will go over collecting some data and adding it 
to a map in QGIS.


