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 Donna Martinez, Ph.D.  

 
Curriculum Vita 

 
 
 
Address 
 
University of Colorado Denver 
Professor and Chair 
Ethnic Studies  
Campus Box 134 
P.O. Box 173364 
Denver, CO 80217-3364 
303 315-3614 303 315-3610 (fax) 
donna.martinez@ucdenver.edu 
http://www.cudenver.edu/ethnic 
 
 
Education 
 
Ph.D. University of Washington, Political Science, Magna Cum Laude, 1993. 
 
Certificate, Yale University, Teaching Global Issues, 1998. 
 
Certificate, University of London, Cross-Cultural Black Studies, England, 1987. 
 
M.A. Western Washington University, Political Science, 4.0 G.P.A., 1985. 
 
B.A. Western Washington University, Political Science, Multidisciplinary, 1983. 
 
 
Publications In Preparation 
 
Urban Indians: Reclaiming Native Space, Praeger, manuscript due August 2015. 
 
50 Events That Shaped American Indian History, Greenwood, manuscript due Nov 2015.  
 
Chief Wilma Mankiller: Rebuilding the Cherokee Nation. Manuscript in preparation. 
 
Refereed Books  
 
Native American Worlds, John Wiley and Sons Inc., 2003. 
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American Women Leaders and Activists, Facts on File, 2002. Listed as a core book by the 
Women’s Studies Section of the Association of College and Research Libraries. 
 
Changing Our Power, Jo Whitehorse Cochran, Donna Langston, Carolyn Woodward 
editors, Kendall/Hunt publishers, 2 editions, 7 printings, from 1988-1996. 
 
Refereed Book Chapters (selected) 
 
The Spirit of This Bridge, in This Bridge Called My Back Twenty Years Later, Gloria 
Anzaldua and Analouise Keating editors, Routledge, fall 2002. 
 
The Women of Highlander, in Women in the Civil Rights Movement: Trail Blazers and 
Torch Bearers, 1941-1985, v15, Black Women in United States History, Darlene Clark 
Hines ed., Carlson publishers, 1990. 
 
Refereed Articles (Selected) 
 
Urban American Identity, American International Journal of Social Science, vol. 3, No. 4, 
2014.  
 
American Indian Educational Disparity. Procedia-Social and Behavioral Sciences, 2013. 
 
The Impact of Urbanization on American Indian Identity. Enduring Questions database 
ABC-CLIO. Fall 2014.  
 
The Red Power Movement, Enduring Questions database ABC-CLIO. Fall 2013.  
 
American Indian Students in Culture Blind Schools. Journal of Modern Education 
Review, October 2013, Volume 2, No. 5 pp 243-250.  
 
American Indian Students and School Culture. Asian Conference on Education. Official 
Proceedings. www.iafor.org. 2012: 985-993. 
 
American Indian Women’s Activism in the 1960s and 70s. Hypatia. Special issue: 
Intersections of Native Women and Feminism, Anne Waters and MA Jaimes-Guerrero 
editors, fall 2002, pg. 114-133. 
 
 Anna Lewis: Born For Trouble, Negro History Bulletin, v62, n3, Spring, 2000. 
 
Feminisms, Civil Rights and Power, Race, Class and Gender, spring, 1998. 
 
 The Legacy of Claudia Jones, Nature, Society and Thought, v2, n1, 1998. 
 
Refereed Book Reviews 
 
Beyond Red Power: American Indian Politics and Activism since 1900. Edited by Daniel 
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Cobb and Loretta Fowler, Santa Fe, NM: School for Advice Research Press, University 
of Nebraska Press, 2007. Review solicited and published in Great Plains Quarterly, 
Summer 2009, Vol. 29, No. 3, p. 249. 
 
Beloved Women: The Political Lives of LaDonna Harris and Wilma Mankiller. Sarah 
Eppler Janda, Dekalb, Northern Illinois University Press, 2007. Review solicited and 
published in Western Historical Quarterly, Summer 2008, p. 212-214. 
 
Videos 
 
Essential Understandings on American Indian History for Colorado. Produced for 
Colorado Commission of Indian Affairs, DVD and online curriculum video units, 90 
minutes, 2011.  
 
I am Not a Mascot: American Indian Mascots in Colorado. Produced for Colorado Indian 
Education Foundation, DVD and online, 20 minutes, 2010.  
 
Refereed Encyclopedia Entry 
 
Indian Rights Movements. Encyclopedia of U.S. Indian Policy and Law, CQ Press, a 
division of Congressional Quarterly, 2010.  
 
 
Refereed Presentations at Meetings 
Selected Presentations 
 
Urban American Indians: Reclaiming Native Space. American Political Science 
Association annual conference, Washington, DC, August 28-31, 2014. 
 
American Indian Studies in Higher Education. New Humanities Conference, San Pablo 
University, Madrid, Spain, June 11-13 2014.  
 
Urban American Indian Populations. Indigenous Intervention Conference,  IAIA College, 
February 2014, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
 
American Indian Students in Culture Blind Schools. Asian Conference on Education. 
Osaka, Japan, October 24-28, 2012. 
 
American Indian Student Invisabilty. 5th World Conference on Educational Sciences. 
Sapienza University of Rome, Italy. Feburary 05-08, 2013.  
 
Cherokee Freedmen: Racism and Tribal Citizenship. American Political Science 
Association Annual Conference, Fall 2009, Toronto. 
 
American Indian Education, Association of Educational Research, April 2010. 
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Violence Against American Indian Women. Human Rights Conference, September 2011.  
 
Chief Wilma Mankiller and American Indian Rights Movements. National Women 
Studies Association Conference, October 2011.  
 
American Indian Women, Age, and Athletic Access in the U.S., North American 
Indigenous Games, Education Symposium, 2006. 
 
Seeing the Indian: Visual Images of American Indians in Popular Photography. National 
Indian Education Association Conference 2000, Minnesota Indian Education Conference 
2000,  
 
Women of the Highlander Folk School, National Women in the Civil Rights Movement 
Conference, Atlanta, Georgia, 1988. 
 
Non-Refereed Presentations at Meetings (selected) 
 
Chief Wilma Mankiller: Community Organizing Strategies. Pathways to American Indian 
Civil Rights Conference. August 8, 2013, Denver.  
 
American Indian Intellectual Capital, American Indian College Fund Conference, 
October 7, 2011, 2012, 2013.  
 
Keynote, Denver Indian Family Resource Center and Colorado Department of Human 
Service. Training of the Indian Child Welfare Act. “Historical Trauma and the Legacy of 
Relocation, Novermber 14, 2012. 
 
Urban American Indians: Rewriting the Legacy of Relocation. Society of American 
Indian Government Employees. National Training Conference, June 6, 2012, Broomfield, 
Colorado.  
 
Keynote. U.S. Department of Interior, Reclamation Bureau. Women’s History Month. 
The Legacy of Wilma Mankiller. March 21, 2012, Denver, Colorado 
 
Urban American Indian Civil Rights. Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies, 
Civil Rights Division, August 8, 2012, Denver, Colorado.  
 
The Contributions of Tribal Colleges and Tribal College Faculty, American Indian 
College Fund Mellon Fellows Retreat, September 2009. 
 
The State of American Indian Scholars. Mellon Fellows Retreat, American Indian 
College Fund, October 2008.  
 
National American Indian Heritage Month, Keynote, United States Department of the 
Interior, Minerals Management Service. November 20, 2008.  
 



	   5	  

Rocky Mountain PBS, Denver Film Festival, American Indian Film, panel, November 2, 
2010.  
 
Native American Cancer Research Center workshop on mentoring, keynote, May 5, 2010.  
 
Rosa Parks Award Luncheon, Keynote, February 10, 2010.  
 
Mile High United Way Conference, Violence Against Native Women. Friday, July 27, 
2007.  
 
American Indian Recruitment Fair, UCD, Keynote, January 2008.  
 
American Indian Science and Engineering Society, Keynote, November 12, 2007. 
 
The Politics of American Indian Women’s Hair. Invited Speaker. Wheaton College. 
March 25, 2003. 
 
Keynote Multicultural Dinner Minnesota State University Mankato, 2000. 
American Women: 1960s and 1970s, National Women Studies Association Conference, 
2001. 
 
Teaching Strategies for American Indian Students, Minnesota State University System 
Workshop, Sisseton-Wahpeton Tribal College, 1999. 
 
American Indian Women’s Activism in the 1960s, Featured Speaker - Indian Awareness 
Week, University of Wisconsin Eau Claire, University of Wisconsin Stout, Women of 
Color Conference, University of Wisconsin La Crosse, 1999. 
 
Professional Experience 
Administrative 
 
Chair and Professor, Ethnic Studies Department, University of Colorado Denver, 2002-
present. 
 
Chair and Professor, Ethnic Studies Department, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 2001-2002. 
 
Interim Chair and Professor, Women Studies Department, Minnesota State University, 
2000-2001. 
 
Project Director and Professor, Cultural Diversity, Minnesota State University, 1995-
2000. 
 
Teaching 
 
Professor, 2002-present, University of Colorado at Denver. Courses include: Introduction 
to Ethnic Studies, Race and Media, American Indian Cultural Images, American Indian 
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History. 
 
Professor, 2001-2002, Cal Poly, San Louis Obispo, Ethnic Studies. Courses include: 
American Indian Cultural Images. 
 
Professor, 1989-2001 (1989-1994 Assistant, 1994-1999 Associate, 1999 Full Professor), 
Minnesota State University. Political Science Department, Honors Program, Women 
Studies Department. Graduate and undergraduate courses. 
 
Instructor, 1985-1989, University of Washington, Political Science, Ethnic Studies, 
Women Studies departments. Courses include: American Minority Politics, Introduction 
to American Politics, Introduction to Women Studies. 
 
Instructor, Political Science Department, Pacific Lutheran University,1989. Introduction 
to Political Science. 
 
Teaching Assistant, Political Science Department, Western Washington University, 
1984-1985. Courses include: Introduction to Political Science, Poverty, Minorities and 
Government, Political Theory. 
 
Courses Taught 
 
American Indian History, American Indian Cultural Images, Introduction to Ethnic 
Studies, Race and Media. Core and Online courses also. 
 
Service 
 
Community Experience (Selected) 
Commissioner, Denver Mayor’s American Indian Commission, Education Committee 
chair, 2004-2012. 
Chair, Colorado American Indian Education Foundation, chair, 2008-present. 
Vice-Chair, Denver Indian Center Board, 2002-2009. 
Consultant, American Indian College Fund, 2004-present. 
First Nations Development Institute, Leadership program mentor, 2010. 
Rocky Mountain Indian Chamber of Commerce, Education Committee Chair, 2008-2011. 
Colorado Commission of Higher Education, Minority Affairs Committee, 2005-2008. 
Pathways to Respecting American Indian Civil Rights Conference, 2011-present.  
American Indian Advisory Board, Denver Art Museum, Colorado History Museum, 
Denver Museum of Nature and Science, 2007-present.  
Indigenous Games Board, Chair-Education Symposium, 2004. 
National Indian Education Association Conference, Youth committee, chair, 2005. 
American Indian Get Out the Vote Project, Chair, Colorado, 2003-2004. 
 
UCD/CLAS/ETST 
Outside RTP Evaluator, University of Oklahoma, Department of Human Relations, 2009 
and 2011.  



	   7	  

CLAS Dean’s Advisory Council, 2013-14.  
UCD Provost Search Committee, 2008. 
UCD Core Assessment Task Force, Chair Cultural Diversity, 2011-present.  
UCD Equity in Education Committee, co-chair, spring 2013-2014. 
UCD Fulbright Committee, 2009-present. 
CLAS Dean’s Advisory Council, 2013-present 
Center Colorado West, Native American Advisory Board, 2010-2013. 
CLAS Post-Tenure Committee, 2008. 
UCD Retention, Tenure and Promotion Committee, 2005-2008. 
UCD Community Engagement Task Force, 2007.  
Auraria Library Program Review Committee, 2007. 
Colorado Compact, Fellow, Engaged Faculty Institute, 2010-2014.  
Judge, Research and Creative Activities Symposium, 2009-present.  
Chair, Diversity Plan, CLAS, 2007.  
UCD Diversity Study Task Force, 2007. 
UCD Faculty Assembly, Chair Diversity Committee, 2002-2009. 
EOP/ETST Summer Bridge Program, 2011-present.  
Department of Anthropology, RTP Committee, 2007.  
UCD Ethnic Studies Student Association, Founder and Faculty Advisor, 2002-present. 
Chair, Ethnic Studies Advisory Board, University of Colorado Denver, 2002-present 
Domestic Violence Graduate Program UCD, board member, 2003-2008. 
American Indian Student Association, Cal Poly, Founder and Advisor, 2001-2002. 
American Indian Student Association, Minnesota State University, Advisor, 1994-2001. 
Ethnic Studies Program Committee, Minnesota State University, 1989-2001. 
International Student Office, Board, Minnesota State University, 2000-2002. 
Minnesota State Advisory Council on Battered Women, Board Member, 1996-2000. 
Violence Against Women Act, Minnesota State Committee, Board Member, 1996-2000. 
 
Recognitions, Honors 
Honors and Awards (selected) 
-Denver City Major Service Recognition, 2012.  
-Core book selection by Association of College and Research Libraries for American 
Women Leaders and Activists, 2004. 
-Fulbright, Costa Rica, 1990. 
-Escuela Tlatlelolco Champions of Change Educator Award, 2010. 
-Rosa Parks Diversity Award, UCD, 2010. 
-Cesar Chavez Educator Nomination, 2010. 
-Faculty Service Award, College of Liberal Arts, University of Colorado Denver, 2004. 
-Distinguished Professor Nomination, Minnesota State University, 2001. 
-National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar, 2000. 
-Cultural Diversity Recognition Award, Minnesota State University, 1990, 1994, 1999, 
2000. 
-Teaching Excellence Award, CSBS, Minnesota State University, 1998. 
-Minnesota Higher Education Board Grant ($25,000) Cultural Diversity, 1995. 
-Minnesota Historical Society Research Grant, 1995. 
-Loft Creative Non-Fiction Award, Minneapolis, fall, 1990. 
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Professional Organizations 
 
National Political Science Association 
National American Indian Education Association 
National Ethnic Studies Association 
National Women’s Studies Association 
 
 
Other Indicators of Scholarly Activity 
Grants 
 
UCD Faculty Development Grant for Indigenous Language classes, $5,000, 2003-2005.  
CU System, Diversity and Excellence Grant, University of Colorado Denver, Summer 
Bridge Program, $3,500, 2011.  
American Indian Get Out the Vote, Rock the Vote, $5,000, 2004. 
 
Reviews of My Books 
 
Review of Book American Women Leaders and Activists, Facts on File, 2002. Listed as 
core book by the Association of College and Research Libraries. T. McDevitt. Choice, 
December 2002:2. 
 
Carolyn Campa, Voya. December 2002:45. 
Review of Book Changing Our Power, Kendall Hunt Publisher, 1988.  
 
Barbara Corrado Pope, The Evolution of Texts for Students, National Women’s Studies 
Association Journal, vol.1, no3, Spring 1989: 497-505. 
 
Advisory and Editorial Work 
 
Editorial Board for Race, Gender and Class, 1991-present. 
Reviewer for Longman, Mayfield, McGraw-Hill, St Martins, Wadsworth, Pearson, 
Westview, 1990-present. 
 
Reprinted Articles 
 
The Women of Highlander in The Civil Rights Movement, Jerry Ogbar ed., Houghton 
Mifflin, 2001. 
 
American Indian Women’s Activism in the 1960s and 70s, in Native American Times, 
April 14, 2006 (1st of 3 issues). 
 
American Women Leaders and Activists, in online database, African American History 
and Culture. December 2002. 
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-Also in online database American History and Culture. Spring 2003. 
-Also in online database, American Women’s History. Fall, 2002. 
 
Tired of Playing Monopoly? in Race, Class and Gender: An Anthology, Patricia Hill 
Collins and Margaret Anderson editors, Wadsworth publishers, 4 editions, and 1992-
2002. 
-Also in Women’s Voices, Feminist Visions: Classic and Contemporary Readings, Susan 
Shaw and Janet Lee editors, Mayfield publishers, 2000. 
-Also in Readings for Diversity and Social Justice, Warren Blumfeld, Routledge, 1999. 
-Also in Understanding Cultures of the United States, Lauren Arenson ed., Kendall Hunt 
publishers, 1998. 
-Also in Contemporary Moral Issues: Race, Gender and Class Perspectives, Julie 
McDonald, ed., Wadsworth publishers, 1995. 
-Also in Multicultural Prism: Diversity in the Curriculum, J.Q. Adams and Janice Welsh 
editors, Illinois Board of Higher Education, 1998. 
-Also in Women: Images and Realities – A Multicultural Anthology, Nancy 
Schniedewind, editor, Mayfield Publishers, 1998. 
 
Women and Work, in Social Diversity in Education, Marianne Adams, editor, Kendall 
Hunt, 1995. 
 
References 
 
Dean Pamela Jansma 
University of Colorado Denver 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Box 144 NC-5014 
Denver, Co. 80217 
303 556-2624 
303 556-4861 (fax) 
Pamela.jansma@ucdenver.edu 
 
Associate Dean Laura Argys 
University of Colorado Denver 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Box 144 NC-5014 
Denver, Co 80217 
303 556-2624 
303 556-4861 (fax) 
laura.argys@ucdenver.edu 
 
Dr. Paula Espinoza 
Latino Research and Policy Center 
Latino Studies Assistant Professor 
University of Colorado at Denver 
Ethnic Studies Department 
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Box 134, LW 480 
Denver, Co 80217 
303 556-2700 
paula.espinoza@ucdenver.edu 
 
Dr Rachel Harding 
Indigenous Studies Assistant Professor 
University of Colorado Denver 
Ethnic Studies Department 
Box 134, LW 480 
Denver, Co 80217 
303 315-3615 
Rachel.harding@ucdenver.edu 
	  
Dee St. Cyr, President 
American Indian National Chamber of Commerce 
2760 W. 5th Avenue 
Denver, Co. 80204 
303 554-3252 
303 475-3448 (cell) 
303 770-0777 (h) 
dstcyr@caddosupplies.com 
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