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Source: NBC News, March 28, 2020



Learning Outcomes

By the end of this webinar, you will be able to

• Define the Yellow Peril stereotypes of Asian 

Americans

• Explain how these stereotypes result in 

discriminatory laws and treatment targeting 

Asian Americans



Yellow Peril Stereotype: 

Asians as a threat to 

American Civilization 



Source: Scott, Mel. The San Francisco Bay Area. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 1959



Threat to White Working Men



Threat to American Morality

Source: Harte, Brett. The Heathen Chinee. Overland Monthly 

1870



Threat to American Hygiene

•Source: New York Public Library



Threat to American Health

•Source: The Wasp. May 26, 1882



Threat to 

White 

Nations

Source: MIT Visualizing Cultures: 

Yellow Promise, Yellow Peril



CONSEQUENCES OF YELLOW 

PERIL STEREOTYPE



1880 Denver Race Riot

Source: Wikimedia Commons



Asian Immigration Exclusion

• Chinese Exclusion Act

• Gentleman’s Agreement

• 1917 Immigration Act

• 1924 Immigration Act

• 1934 Tydings-McDuffie Act/Philippines 

Independence Act



Extensive Immigrant Screenings

•Source: National Archives



Bubonic Plague Outbreak Responses, 1899 & 1902

Source: Hawaii State Archives Digital Collection



Impact on Asian American 

Businesses
Chinese American fruit peddler

Source: El Pueblo Monument Photo 

Collection

Japanese American family farmers
Source: Densho Digital Repository



Aliens Ineligible for 

Citizenship

Asian immigrants as forever foreigners



Internment of Japanese Americans



Murder of Vincent Chin

Source: Detroit Free Press, July 1, 1982



RECENT YELLOW PERIL EXAMPLES & 

COVID-19 YELLOW PERIL 

RESURGENCE 





Source: ny.eater.com



What’s in a name?: WHO Infectious 

Disease Naming Best Practices

Avoid using

● geographic locations

● people's names

● animal species or food

● cultural, population, industry, and occupational references

● terms that incite fear





Source: Instagram @inmyrunningshoes



Source: The Huffington Post



Learning Outcomes Review

In this webinar, we have learned

• What the Yellow Peril stereotype of Asian 

Americans is

• How the yellow peril stereotype has resulted 

in discriminatory laws and treatment 

targeting Asian Americans



Allyship and AAPI Resistance





Official Statements Matter

Source: Denver Public Library



Local Statements Against Hate



Individual Allyship

Stand with our 

Asian, AAPI 

communities

Aim for 

compassion and 

unity

Interrupting bias—

calling out or in

Refusing to share 

misinformation and 

rumors

Donate to a 

reputable aid 

organization



Report It
CU Denver & Anschutz Medica 

Campus Office of Equity 
www.equity.ucdenver.edu

Campus Police Departments

Auraria Campus PD - 303-556-
5000

CU Anschutz PD– 303-724-2000

Denver Police Department Bias 
Motivated Incident Report Call 720-

913-6458 
or biascrimesinfo@denvergov.org

Boulder County DA Bias Incident 
Hotline 303-441-1595

National AAPI Hate Crime Report 
www.standagainsthatred.org

http://www.equity.ucdenver.edu/
https://www.ahec.edu/services-departments/police​
https://www.cuanschutz.edu/police
mailto:biascrimesinfo@denvergov.org
http://www.standagainsthatred.org


Upstander Training Organizations

Anti-Defamation League

Asian American Advancing Justice

Hollarback

Southern Poverty Law Center - Teaching Tolerance

http://www.adl.org
https://www.advancingjustice-aajc.org/covid19
https://www.ihollaback.org/
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/how-to-respond-to-coronavirus-racism


Thank you! Any Questions?


