The CU Denver OER Committee wants to share a brief overview of Open Educational
Resources (OER) and why many instructors and institutions are embracing them for removing
financial barriers to learning and persistence, as well as enhancing teaching, learning, and
research.

What are OER?

Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning, and research materials that are
freely accessible and released under an open license permitting free use, revision, reuse,
remixing, and redistribution.

Why use OER?

Nearly half of faculty now report using OER, and one-third require them as course materials.

e Reduce Student Costs and Increase Access
o Students often face significant financial barriers and many delay buying
textbooks or skip them altogether due to cost. OER removes textbook cost
entirely, since materials are free at the point of use. OER are also available to
students on day one of class.
e Support Student Success
o Students using OER perform equally well or better compared to traditional
textbooks.
o Research found lower D/F/Withdrawal rates when OER were used.
e Materials are Customizable, Flexible, and Timely
o Unlike traditional textbooks you can adapt OER to your course, adding,
removing, or remixing sections to match your curriculum. Updates can be made
quickly, without waiting for new publisher editions.This flexibility lets you
incorporate content specific to your students’ learning needs and contexts.
e Support Equity and Inclusion
o Because OER can be remixed and reused, it can encourage underserved,
marginalized, and other students to add their images, stories, and voices into
their learning materials and contribute to future learning materials for other
students (Lambert 2018).

How Do | Get Involved?

e [f you'd like to know more about Open Educational Resources, the TIPS OER page and
the Auraria Library's OER pages are great places to start. You can also take a self-
paced Intro to OER and Open Pedagogy course on Canvas.



https://www.aacsb.edu/insights/articles/2024/05/the-future-of-oer-in-higher-education
https://www.bayviewanalytics.com/press_release/higher_education_faculty_embracing_digital.html
https://link-springer-com.aurarialibrary.idm.oclc.org/article/10.1007/s11423-019-09700-4?
https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2018/07/16/measuring-impact-oer-university-georgia?
https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2018/07/16/measuring-impact-oer-university-georgia?
https://go.exlibris.link/dCzxRkHM
https://go.exlibris.link/dCzxRkHM
https://www.ucdenver.edu/tips/KeyInitiatives/oer
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucdenver.edu%2Ftips%2FKeyInitiatives%2Foer&data=05%7C02%7CJESSICA.CRITTEN%40UCDENVER.EDU%7C8fff708f05004cd5d31c08de6a47c5db%7C563337caa517421aaae01aa5b414fd7f%7C0%7C0%7C639065053656619884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l7xrEXiENAOPqpisJMk15PYl4cY8B9CZInPPle70b%2Bw%3D&reserved=0
https://library.auraria.edu/oer/getting-started
https://ucdenver.instructure.com/enroll/7L43G6

e Auraria Librarians can help you identify Open Educational Resources you can integrate
into your courses. They can also advise on what materials are available to you and
students through the library. Sign up for a consultation here.

e Keep an eye out for funding opportunities from TIPS and elsewhere to support your work
in adopting, adapting, or creating OER and low/no cost materials for students.



https://ucdenver.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5dUWY0qLnLkZlv8
https://www.ucdenver.edu/tips/funding
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