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join the conversation 

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION
“Complex Truths vs. Simple Lies: The Ethics of 

Covering Race News in a Post-Truth Time”

RINKU SEN 
President and Executive Director

Race Forward: The Center for Racial Justice Innovation
Publisher of Colorlines.com

Tuesday, April 18 | 12:30 PM
Lawrence Street Center Terrace Room

The Department of Communication at CU Denver is a dynamic community 
of learners and scholars who are committed to “cultivating the

knowledge and ability to use communication to create a more equitable 
and humane world.” Through our BA, MA, online, and certificate 

programs, we serve approximately 600 majors and minors, 30 graduate 
students, and online students from around the world. 

We are the third largest major in the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences and among the first Communication programs to 

establish a cooperative learning agreement with China’s Ministry of 
Education to offer a CU Denver BA program in Communication in China

at our International College Beijing. 

Our alumni form a vibrant group of leaders across many industries, 
including communication, higher education, justice, healthcare, 

government, nonprofits, and beyond. Our faculty and staff 
are united by a passion for teaching and for fostering 

meaningful learning opportunities. 

We place a premium on experiential learning and high-impact teaching
practices, stressing service learning, civic engagement, internships, 

travel study and writing-intensive practices. 

Our research faculty are well-known leaders in their respective areas 
of study. Together, they have received more than 15 major awards for 

research, teaching, and service in the past several years. 

We invite you to stop by our offices on the third floor of the Student
Commons Building at 1201 Larimer Street or find us online at

clas.ucdenver.edu/communication 
 

About the CU Denver 
Department of Communication



Monday, April 17

Tuesday, April 18

Thursday, April 20

“Communicating Human Trafficking: Realities and Myths”
Megan Sobel 
Assistant Professor of Communication, Regis University 
9:30-10:45 
Plaza Building 131
Instructor: e.j. Yoder 
Course: Communication and Diversity

“Health Campaigns, Mental Health Legislation, and the Affordable Care Act”
Susanna Mizer 
Director of Public Affairs 
9:30-10:45
King Center 218 
Instructor: Yvette Bueno Olson
Course: Health and Communities

 

“Moving the Race Conversation Forward: How to Talk About Race and 
Immigration Effectively” 
Rinku Sen
President and Executive Director, Race Forward: The Center for Racial Justice Innovation
Publisher, Colorlines.com
Publisher of Colorlines.com
9:30-10:45
North Classroom 1311
Instructor: Sarah Burke  
Course: Communication and Diversity

“Beyond the Gender Binary: Valuing and Empowering Trans/Non-binary Foix”
Xajés Martinez
Assistant Director, LGBTQ Resource Center, Auraria Campus 
11:00-12:15
North Classroom 1311
Instructor: Sarah Burke 
Course: Communication and Diversity 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
“Complex Truths vs. Simple Lies: The Ethics of Covering Race News in 
a Post-Truth Time” 
Rinku Sen
President and Executive Director, Race Forward: The Center for Racial Justice Innovation
Publisher, Colorlines.com
12:30-2:00 
Lawrence Street Center Terrace Room 

“Cannabis and Social Media Advocacy” 
Marty Otañez
Associate Professor of Anthropology, CU Denver
2:00-3:15 
North Classroom 1407
Instructor: Amy Hasinoff
Course: New Media and Society

“Diversity and CU Denver”
Brenda J. Allen 
Vice Chancellor for Diversity and Inclusion and Professor of Communication, CU Denver
2:00-3:15 
North Classroom 1315
Instructor: Kristy Frie 
Course: Communication, Citizenship, and Social Justice 

  

 
   

 

“The Supreme Court as Inspiration”
Josh Fuson
Singer/Songwriter
3:30-4:45
King Center 312
Instructor: Sarah Fields 
Course: Famous U.S. Trials

“Strategic Communication in Government, the Private Sector, and Non-Profits”
Pricy Floyd
Managing Partner, 300 Media Group 
5:00-6:30 
Student Commons 3018
Instructor: Anne Knapp 
Course: Advanced Strategic Communication  

“Traffic Stop, Advocacy, and Activism”
Alex Landau
Activist, Colorado Criminal Justice Reform Coalition
11:00-12:15
North Classroom 1511
Instructor: Ian Dawe 
Course: Communication, Prisons, and Social Justice 

“Improvising Your Way to Confident Public Speaking”
Jeff La Greca
Actor, Screenwriter, Novelist, and Director 
Suzanne Slade
Actor, Photographer, Documentarian, Activist, and Doula 
12:30-1:45
Plaza Building 114
Instructor: Laura Peuquet 
Course: Business and Professional Speaking

“The Ethics of Representation: Considerations for Telling Stories and Using Material in the 
Digital Era”
Lisa B. Keränen
Chair and Associate Professor of Communication, CU Denver
5:00-6:00 
Student Commons 3018
Instructor: Jeremy Make 
Course: Digital Health Narratives

“Healthism and the Vilification of Fat People”
Lonie McMichael
Senior Instructor of English, CU Colorado Springs
Presentation available online, April 17-April 21
YouTube Channel: Loniemc
Instructor: Madison Krall 
Course: Presentational Speaking (Online)  
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