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ADDRESS 
Campus: 
Campus Box 103, P.O. Box 173364 
Department of Anthropology 
University of Colorado, Denver 
Denver, CO 80217 
Phone (303) 315-7328 (department) 
E-mail christopher.beekman@ucdenver.edu 
 
Home: 
160 North Circle Drive 
Bailey, CO 80421 
m (303) 868-7233 
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Archaeological Theory and Method, Mesoamerican Archaeology, Political Systems and 
Migration, Ideology of Rulership, Chronology, Landscape, Identity, Traditional Agriculture 
 
EDUCATION 

May 1996  Ph.D., Anthropology, Vanderbilt University. Dissertation - The Long-Term 
Evolution of a Political Boundary: Archaeological Research in Jalisco, Mexico. 

June 1989  B.A. with high honors, Anthropology, Certificates in Museum Studies and Latin 
American Studies, from California State University, San Bernardino (CSUSB). 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2021-present Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Colorado Denver 
2008-2021 Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Colorado 

Denver 
2001- 2008 Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Colorado 

Denver 
2001 Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor 
1999 Academic Computer Support Specialist, Information Technology Services. 

Indiana University-Purdue University, Fort Wayne 
1999 Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of 

Louisville, KY 
1998-2000 Research Associate, Glenn A. Black Laboratory of Archaeology, Indiana 

University, Bloomington 
1997-2001 Research Associate, Department of Anthropology, CSUSB 
1997-1998 Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, 

Indiana University-Purdue University, Fort Wayne 
1992, 1996-97 Field Technician, later Supervisor, Duvall and Associates, Franklin, TN 



1989-1993  Teaching Assistant, Department of Anthropology, Vanderbilt University, 
Nashville, TN 

1987-1989  Collections Manager, San Bernardino County Museum, CA 
 
PEER REVIEWED MONOGRAPHS AND BOOKS 
Beekman, Christopher S., and Colin McEwan, editors. 2022. Waves of Influence: Pacific 
Maritime Networks connecting Mexico, Central America, and northwestern South America. 
Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection, Washington, D.C.  
 
Arnauld, Marie-Charlotte, Christopher S. Beekman, and Gregory Pereira, editors. 2021. Mobility 
and Migration in Ancient Mesoamerican Cities. University Press of Colorado, Louisville.  
 
Englehardt, Joshua D., Verenice Y. Heredia Espinoza, and Christopher S. Beekman, editors. 
2020. Ancient West Mexicos: Time, Space, and Diversity. University Press of Florida, 
Gainesville. 
 
Faugère, Brigitte and Christopher S. Beekman, editors. 2020. Anthropomorphic Imagery in the 
Mesoamerican Highlands: Gods, Ancestors, and Human Beings. University Press of Colorado, 
Louisville.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S., editor. 2019. Migrations in Late Mesoamerica. University Press of 
Florida, Gainesville.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. and Robert B. Pickering, editors. 2016. Shaft Tombs and Figures in 
West Mexican Society: A Reassessment. Gilcrease Ancient Americas Series, Gilcrease Museum, 
Tulsa.  
 
Solórzano, Federico, Otto Schöndube, Fernando González Zozaya, Daniel Zizumbo Villarreal, 
Christopher S. Beekman, José M. Muriá, and Heriberto Moreno. 2015. Historia de Jalisco. 
Volumen I. Desde los Orígenes hasta Mediados del Siglo XVI. Second edition, six volume set. 
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco, El Colegio de Jalisco, and Miguel Angel Porrua, México, D.F. 
[not peer reviewed] 
 
Weigand, Phil C., Christopher Beekman, and Rodrigo Esparza, editors. 2008. La Tradición 
Teuchitlán. Colegio de Michoacán, Zamora, México.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. and William W. Baden, editors. 2005. Nonlinear Models for 
Archaeology and Anthropology: Continuing the Revolution. Ashgate Press, Aldershot, U.K. 
[Reprinted as EBook by 2006 Routledge, London].  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. and Phil C. Weigand. 2000. La Cerámica Arqueológica de la Tradición 
Teuchitlán, Jalisco. Colegio de Michoacán and the Secretaría de Cultura del Estado de Jalisco, 
Zamora, Michoacán.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S., Phil C. Weigand, John J. Pint, and Susana Pint. 1996. El Qanat La 
Venta: Sistemas Hidráulicos de la Época Colonial en el Centro de Jalisco. Antropología en 



Jalisco: Una Visión Actual no. 6. Secretaría de Cultura Gobierno de Jalisco, Guadalajara. [reprint 
of Beekman, et al. 1995 between two covers]. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1996. The Long-Term Evolution of a Political Boundary: 
Archaeological Research in Jalisco, México. Ph.D. dissertation, Department of Anthropology, 
Vanderbilt University. University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
 
PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
Ragsdale, Corey S., Christopher S. Beekman, Helene Timpoko Kienon-Kaboré, Jeffrey H. 
Altschul, Andrew W. Kandel, Juan A. Barceló, Rachael Kiddey, and Ibrahima Thiaw. To be 
submitted. A collaborative archaeological synthesis of human migration using a multiscalar, 
multitemporal perspective: A Wenner-Gren workshop. Journal of Human Securities x:xx-xx.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S., and Verenice Y. Heredia Espinoza. Under Revision. Population 
Estimates, Houses, and Household Networks in the Late Formative to Classic Period Tequila 
Valleys, Jalisco. Americae x:xx-xx. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. Submitted. The Stendahl Tomb: The collusion of archaeologists, 
dealers, and looters in 1960s West Mexico. In Collecting Mesoamerican Art, 1940–1968: 
Forging a Market in the United States and Mexico, edited by Andrew D. Turner and Megan E. 
O'Neil, pp. xx-xx. Getty Research Institute, Los Angeles.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2024. Branding West Mexico: the role of collectors and dealers in 
reshaping the archaeological discourse. In Collecting Mesoamerican Art before 1940: A New 
World of Latin American Antiquities, edited by Andrew D. Turner and Megan E. O'Neil, pp. 
279-298. Getty Research Institute, Los Angeles.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2024. Discussion: The Three Transitions of Aztatlán. In Reassessing 
the Aztatlán World: Ethnogenesis and Cultural Continuity in Northwest Mesoamerica, edited by 
Michael D. Mathiowetz and John M. D. Pohl, pp. xx-xx. University of Utah Press, Salt Lake 
City.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S., and Colin McEwan. 2022. Waves of Influence: Maritime Contacts 
along the Pacific Coast. In Waves of Influence: Pacific Maritime Networks connecting Mexico, 
Central America, and northwestern South America, edited by Christopher S. Beekman and Colin 
McEwan, pp. 1-91. Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection, Washington, D.C. 
 
Cullen Cobb, Kim, Christopher S. Beekman, Emily Kaplan, and Thomas Lam. 2022. The Craft 
and Use of Axe-Monies in Mesoamerica. In Waves of Influence: Pacific Maritime Networks 
connecting Mexico, Central America, and northwestern South America, edited by Christopher S. 
Beekman and Colin McEwan, pp. 347-415. Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection, 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2022. Spondylus and its Counterparts in Mesoamerica: Affinities and 
Oppositions. In Waves of Influence: Pacific Maritime Networks connecting Mexico, Central 



America, and northwestern South America, edited by Christopher S. Beekman and Colin 
McEwan, pp. 469-500. Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection, Washington, D.C. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2022. Regional and Corporate Identities in Formative Western Mexico. 
In Identities, Experience, and Change in Early Mexican Villages, edited by Catharina E. 
Santasilia, Guy David Hepp, and Richard A. Diehl, pp. 158-193. Gainesville, University Press of 
Florida.  
 
Arnauld, Marie-Charlotte, Christopher S. Beekman, and Gregory Pereira. 2021. Mobility and 
Migration in Ancient Mesoamerican Cities: An Introduction. In Mobility and Migration in 
Ancient Mesoamerican Cities, edited by Marie-Charlotte Arnauld, Christopher S. Beekman, 
Gregory Pereira, pp. 3-19. University Press of Colorado, Louisville. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2021. Cohesive Social Groups and the Formation of Enclaves in West-
Central Mexico. In Mobility and Migration in Ancient Mesoamerican Cities, edited by Marie-
Charlotte Arnauld, Christopher S. Beekman, Gregory Pereira, pp. 251-266. University Press of 
Colorado, Louisville. 
 
Almendros López, Laura, and Christopher S. Beekman. 2020. La problemática particular de las 
dataciones en Mesoamérica. In Métodos Cronométricos en Arqueología, Historia, y 
Paleontología, edited by Juan Antonio Barceló and Berta Morell, online supplement. Dextra 
Editorial, Madrid. http://info.dextraeditorial.com/metodoscronometricos/  
 
Altschul, Jeffrey H., Keith W. Kintigh, Mark Aldenderfer, Elise Alonzi, Ian Armit, Juan Antonio 
Barceló, Christopher S. Beekman, Penny F. Bickle, Douglas W. Bird, Scott E. Ingram, Elena 
Isayev, Andrew W. Kandel, Rachael Kiddey, Hélène Timpoko Kienon-Kaboré, Franco 
Niccolucci, Corey S. Ragsdale, Beth K. Scaffidi, and Scott G. Ortman. 2020. Opinion: To 
Understand How Migrations Affect Human Securities Look to the Past. Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences 117(34):20342-20345. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2015146117 
 
Beekman, Christopher S., Joshua D. Englehardt, and Verenice Y. Heredia Espinoza. 2020. 
Introduction: Time, Space, and Diversity in Western Mesoamerica. In Ancient West Mexicos: 
Time, Space, and Diversity in Western Mesoamerica, edited by Joshua D. Englehardt, Verenice 
Y. Heredia Espinoza, and Christopher S. Beekman, pp. 1-35. University Press of Florida, 
Gainesville.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2020. The Early Segment of the Chronological Sequence at Los 
Guachimontones. In Ancient West Mexicos: Time, Space, and Diversity in Western 
Mesoamerica, edited by Joshua D. Englehardt, Verenice Y. Heredia Espinoza, and Christopher 
S. Beekman, pp. 62-102. University Press of Florida, Gainesville. 
 
Faugère, Brigitte and Christopher S. Beekman. 2020. Gods, Ancestors, and Human Beings. In 
Anthropomorphic Representations in Highland Mexico: Gods, Ancestors, and Human Beings, 
edited by Brigitte Faugère and Christopher S. Beekman, pp. 3-28. University Press of Colorado, 
Louisville.  
 



Beekman, Christopher S. 2020. Unseating the Shaman: Performance and Co-Essences in the 
Hollow Figures of Western Mexico. In Anthropomorphic Representations in Highland Mexico: 
Gods, Ancestors, and Human Beings, edited by Brigitte Faugère and Christopher S. Beekman, 
pp. 68-107. University Press of Colorado, Louisville.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2019. Migrations in Late Mesoamerica. In Migrations in Late 
Mesoamerica, edited by Christopher S. Beekman, pp. 1-40. University Press of Florida, 
Gainesville.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2019. El Grillo – The Reestablishment of Community and Identity in 
Far Western Mexico. In Migrations in Late Mesoamerica, edited by Christopher S. Beekman, pp. 
109-147. University Press of Florida, Gainesville.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2018. La Secuencia Cronológica Temprana en Los Guachimontones. In 
Nuevos Enfoques en la Arqueología del Volcán de Tequila, edited by Verenice Y. Heredia 
Espinoza, Joshua D. Englehardt, and Héctor J. Cardona Machado, pp. 83-127. El Colegio de 
Michoacán, Zamora.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2016. Conflicting Political Strategies in Late Formative to Early 
Classic Central Jalisco. In Political Strategies in Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica, edited by Sarah 
Kurnick and Joanne Baron, pp. 95-117. University Press of Colorado, Boulder.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2016. Built Space as Political Fields: Community vs. Lineage 
Strategies in the Tequila Valleys. In Alternative Pathways to Complexity: A Collection of Essays 
on Architecture, Economics, Power, and Cross-Cultural Analysis, edited by Lane Fargher and 
Verenice Y. Heredia Espinoza, pp. 59-78. University Press of Colorado, Boulder.  
 
Pickering, Robert B. and Christopher S. Beekman. 2016. A historical overview of shaft tomb 
archaeology in Western Mexico. In Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican Society: A 
Reassessment, edited by Christopher S. Beekman and Robert B. Pickering, pp. 1-22. Gilcrease 
Ancient Americas Series, Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2016. Settlement patterns and excavations: Contexts of tombs and 
figures in central Jalisco. In Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican Society: A Reassessment, 
edited by Christopher S. Beekman and Robert B. Pickering, pp. 85-96. Gilcrease Ancient 
Americas Series, Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2016. Who did the Western Mexican Figures Portray? The correlation 
between figures and their contexts. In Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican Society: A 
Reassessment, edited by Christopher S. Beekman and Robert B. Pickering, pp. 97-108. Gilcrease 
Ancient Americas Series, Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa.  
 
Jørgensen, Mads S., Kong F. Cheong, Christopher S. Beekman, and Benjamin Turkel. 2016. 
Next, the Museum? An Analysis of West Mexican ceramics from Los Guachimontones and 
Navajas using a handheld portable X-ray fluorescence (pXRF) spectrometer. In Shaft Tombs and 



Figures in West Mexican Society: A Reassessment, edited by Christopher S. Beekman and 
Robert B. Pickering, pp. 109-128. Gilcrease Ancient Americas Series, Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2015. Causes and Consequences of Migration in Epiclassic Northern 
Mesoamerica. In Migration and Disruptions: Toward a Unified Theory of Ancient and 
Contemporary Migrations, edited by Brenda Baker and Takeyuki Tsuda, pp. 73-96. University 
Press of Florida, Gainesville.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. and Alexander F. Christensen. 2011. Power, Agency, and Identity: 
Migration and Aftermath in the Mezquital Area of North-Central Mexico. In Rethinking 
Anthropological Perspectives on Migration, edited by Graciela S. Cabana and Jeffery J. Clark, 
pp. 147-171. University Press of Florida, Gainesville.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. and William W. Baden. 2011. El cultivo del maíz y su impacto 
regional: Agotamiento de los suelos en el Corredor de La Venta, Jalisco. In Patrones de 
Asentamiento y Actividades de Subsistencia en el Occidente de Mexico. Reconocimiento a la 
Doctora Helen P. Pollard, edited by Eduardo Williams and Phil C. Weigand, pp. 351-382. 
Colegio de Michoacán, Zamora.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. and Phil C. Weigand. 2010. La Secuencia Cronológica de la Tradición 
Teuchitlán. In El sistema fluvial Lerma-Santiago durante el Formativo terminal y el Clásico 
temprano. Memoria del Segundo Seminario-Taller sobre Problemáticas Regionales, edited by 
Laura Solar V., pp. 237-261. Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia, México, D.F.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2010. Recent Research in Western Mexican Archaeology. Journal of 
Archaeological Research 18: 14-109.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2009. Los Sistemas Políticos del Formativo en los Valles de Tequila, 
Jalisco y su Relación con la Subsistencia. In Las sociedades complejas del occidente de México 
en el mundo mesoamericano. Homenaje a Dr. Phil C. Weigand, edited by Eduardo Williams, 
Lorenza López Mestas, and Rodrigo Esparza, pp. 75-95. Colegio de Michoacán, Zamora, 
México.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. and Phil C. Weigand. 2008. Conclusiones, Cronología, y un Intento a 
Síntesis. In Tradición Teuchitlán, edited by Phil C. Weigand, Christopher Beekman, and Rodrigo 
Esparza, pp. 303-337. El Colegio de Michoacán/Secretaría del Estado de Jalisco, 
Zamora/Guadalajara. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2008. Linajes y Casas en el Formativo y el Clásico: Los Casos de 
Navajas y Llano Grande, Jalisco. In Tradición Teuchitlán, edited by Phil C. Weigand, 
Christopher Beekman, and Rodrigo Esparza, pp. 167-190. El Colegio de Michoacán/Secretaría 
del Estado de Jalisco, Zamora/Guadalajara. 
 
Weigand, Phil C. and Christopher S. Beekman. 2008. Introducción. In Tradición Teuchitlán, 
edited by Phil C. Weigand, Christopher Beekman, and Rodrigo Esparza, pp. 15-28. El Colegio 
de Michoacán/Secretaría del Estado de Jalisco, Zamora/Guadalajara. 



 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2008. Corporate Power Strategies in the Late Formative to Early 
Classic Tequila valleys of central Jalisco. Latin American Antiquity 19(4): 414-434.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2006. The Chronological Context of the Central Jalisco Shaft Tombs. 
In Mortuary Practices and Shaft Tombs in Western Mexico: An Homenaje to Phil Weigand, a 
Special Section of Ancient Mesoamerica 17(2): 239-249.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. and L. Javier Galván Villegas. 2006. The Shaft Tombs of the Atemajac 
Valley and Their Relation to Settlement. In Mortuary Practices and Shaft Tombs in Western 
Mexico: An Homenaje to Phil Weigand, a Special Section of Ancient Mesoamerica 17(2): 259-
270.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2005. Nuevos enfoques sobre la tradición Teuchitlán: investigaciones 
actuales en Llano Grande y Navajas, Jalisco. In El Antiguo Occidente de México. Nuevas 
perspectivas sobre el pasado prehispánico, edited by Eduardo Williams, Phil C. Weigand, 
Lorenza López Mestas, and David C. Grove, pp. 73-91. Colegio de Michoacán, Zamora, México. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2005. Agency, Collectivities, and Emergence: Social Theory and Agent 
Based Simulations. In Nonlinear Models for Archaeology and Anthropology: Continuing the 
Revolution, edited by Christopher S. Beekman and William W. Baden, pp. 51-78. Ashgate Press, 
Aldershot, U.K. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. and William W. Baden. 2005. Continuing the Revolution. In Nonlinear 
Models for Archaeology and Anthropology: Continuing the Revolution, edited by Christopher S. 
Beekman and William W. Baden, pp. 1-12. Ashgate Press, Aldershot, U.K. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2003. Agricultural Pole Rituals and Rulership in Late Formative 
Central Jalisco. Ancient Mesoamerica 14(2): 299-318. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2003. Fruitful Symmetry: Corn and Cosmology in the Public 
Architecture of Late Formative and Early Classic Jalisco. Mesoamerican Voices 1: 5-22. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. and Alexander F. Christensen. 2003. Controlling for Doubt and 
Uncertainty through multiple lines of evidence: A new look at the Mesoamerican Nahua 
migrations. Journal of Archaeological Method and Theory 10(2): 111-164. 
 
Baden, William W. and Christopher S. Beekman. 2001. Culture and Agriculture: A Comment on 
Sissel Schroeder. American Antiquity 66(3): 505-515. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2000. Los Estudios de Casos Históricos y su Contribución al Estudio 
Arqueológico de los “Sistemas Políticos”. Special issue on History and Archaeology, Relaciones 
del Colegio de Michoacán, Estudios de Historia y Sociedad 82: 17-38.  
 



Beekman, Christopher S. 2000. The Correspondence of Regional Patterns and Local Strategies in 
Formative to Classic Period West Mexico. Journal of Anthropological Archaeology 19(4): 385-
412.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S., Phil C. Weigand, and John J. Pint. 1999. Old World Irrigation 
Technology in a New World Context: Qanats in Spanish Colonial Western Mexico. Antiquity 
73(280): 440-446. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1996. El Complejo El Grillo del Centro de Jalisco: Una Revisión de su 
Cronología y Significado. In Las Cuencas del Occidente de México: Época Prehispánica, 
Eduardo Williams and Phil C. Weigand, coordinadoras, pp. 247-291. Colegio de Michoacán, 
Zamora, México. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1996. Political Boundaries and Political Structure: The Limits of the 
Teuchitlán Tradition. Ancient Mesoamerica 7(1): 135-147. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S., Phil C. Weigand, and John J. Pint. 1995. El Qanat La Venta: Sistemas 
Hidráulicos de la Época Colonial en el Centro de Jalisco. Relaciones del Colegio de Michoacán, 
Estudios de Historia y Sociedad 16 (63/64): 139-185. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1992. A Case of Regional Specialization in a Quarry from the Río 
Santa Amelia Region, Guatemala. Mexicon 14: 98-102.  
 
EXTERNAL GRANTS 
(all are as sole PI unless indicated otherwise) 

2022 Fundación Stresser-Péan for Orígenes de la sociedad compleja en Jalisco, México: 
los inicios de Los Guachimontones en el Formativo Medio en El Campanillo 
(80000 pesos). Co-PI with PI Verenice Y. Heredia Espinoza.  

2022 Secretaria de Cultura del Estado de Jalisco, México for Arqueología de los 
hogares tempranos en la periferia del sitio Los Guachimontones, Jalisco: 
Temporada 2023 (469200 pesos). Co-PI with PI Verenice Y. Heredia Espinoza. 
PENDING 

2021 Secretaria de Cultura del Estado de Jalisco, Mexico for Arqueología de los 
hogares tempranos en la periferia del sitio Los Guachimontones, Jalisco (285000 
pesos). Co-PI with PI Verenice Y. Heredia Espinoza. 

2018 Wenner-Gren workshop grant for “Coastal Connections: Pacific Coastal Links 
from Mexico to Ecuador” ($19005). PI with co-PI Dr. Colin McEwan, Dumbarton 
Oaks.  

2013-2016 National Science Foundation Research Grant for “Regional Survey and the 
Trajectory of Complexity in the Magdalena Lake Basin, Jalisco, Mexico” 
($201,463). PI with co-PI Dr. Verenice Heredia, Colegio de Michoacán.  

2004  National Science Foundation subsidy for Neutron Activation Analysis at the 
Missouri University Research Reactor, of obsidian, ceramic, and daub artifact 
samples from Llano Grande and Navajas, Jalisco, Mexico (Large discount on 
NAA) 



2003-2004 National Science Foundation Research Grant for "The Articulation of Political 
Strategies and Regional Structure in the Teuchitlan Tradition of Western Mexico" 
($78,008) 

2003 Foundation for the Advancement of Mesoamerican Studies, Inc. Research Grant 
for “Horizontal exposure of public architecture at Navajas, Jalisco, Mexico” 
($8000) 

2000-2002 National Science Foundation Research Grant for "The Articulation of Political 
Strategies and Regional Structure in the Teuchitlan Tradition of Western Mexico" 
($99,902) 

1994  Explorer's Club Grant-in-Aid for survey in the La Primavera region, Jalisco, 
Mexico ($1160) 

1994  Sigma Xi Grant-in-Aid of Research for excavations in the La Primavera region, 
Jalisco, Mexico ($450) 

1994  National Science Foundation subsidy for Neutron Activation Analysis at the 
Missouri University Research Reactor, of obsidian source and artifact samples 
from the La Primavera region, Jalisco, Mexico (Large discount on NAA) 

1992-1994 National Science Foundation Dissertation Improvement Grant for "The Long-
Term Evolution of a Political Boundary: Archaeological Research in Jalisco, 
Mexico" ($11,965) 

 
INTERNAL GRANTS 
(all are as sole PI unless indicated otherwise) 

2020 Publication grant from Office of Research Services, College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences, and Anthropology Department for indexing services in edited volume 
($386) 

2020 Publication grant from Office of Research Services, College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences, and Anthropology Department for map production for edited volume 
($463) 

2019 CLAS Dissemination grant for travel to SAA conference ($328) 
2019 Travel Award from Office of Research Services and Department of Anthropology 

for travel to SAA conference ($400) 
2018 Publication grant from Office of Research Services, College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences, and Anthropology Department for color imagery in edited volume 
($2000) 

2018 CLAS Dissemination grant for travel to conference in Gothenburg, Sweden 
($2000) 

2015 Award from Post-Tenure Review Professional Development Fund for dedicated 
GIS work related to ongoing research ($2000)  

2014 Award from CLAS Research Innovation Seed Program (CRISPS) for “Evaluation 
of the Los Guachimontones archaeological collection in Jalisco, Mexico for a 
long term laboratory research project” ($7000)  

2011 Award from CLAS Research Innovation Seed Program (CRISPS) for “Economy 
and Symbolism: The Role of Elite Families in Ancient Jalisco” ($4050) 

2010 Award from Center for Faculty Development, UCD for “Economy and 
Symbolism: The Role of Elite Families in Ancient Jalisco” ($2000) 



2009 Grant from CLAS Research Innovation Seed Program (CRISPS) for “The 
Political Economic Role of Lineages in Late Formative-Early Classic Jalisco 
Mexico” ($5000) 

2008 Grants from Anthropology Department and Young Upwardly Mobile 
Professionals (YUMPS), UCD to attend SAA conference ($1500) 

2007 Grants from Anthropology Department and YUMPS, UCD to attend SAA 
conference ($1400) 

2005 Grants from Anthropology Department and YUMPS, UCD to attend AAA 
conference ($800) 

2005 Grants from Anthropology Department and YUMPS, UCD to attend SAA 
conference ($800) 

2004 Award from Center for Faculty Development, UCD for “Sociopolitical 
Organization in Precolumbian Jalisco, Mexico” ($2500) 

2004 Grant from Anthropology Department and YUMPS, UCD to bring graduate 
students on international field research ($1200) 

2004 Grant from Anthropology Department and YUMPS, UCD to attend SAA 
conference ($754) 

2002 Grant from Anthropology Department and YUMPS, UCD to attend AAA 
conference ($635) 

1993  Vanderbilt University Graduate School Dissertation Enhancement Grant for 
excavations in the La Primavera region, Jalisco, Mexico ($1800) 

 
EARNED MEDIA 

2022 Interview, El Informador, Ricardo Solís 
2021 Interview, TVUNAM series Nuestras Cosmovisiones  
2020 Interview, American Archaeology magazine, David Malakoff 
2018 Interview, Seattle Times, Heidi Groover 
2015 Interview, Archaeology magazine, Eric Powell 
2013 Interview, Archaeology magazine, Jarrett Lobell 
2011 Interview, American Archaeology magazine, David Malakoff 
2005 Interview, Universidad de Guadajalara, Gaceta, Luis Eduardo Carrillo 
2003 Interview, Cielos Circulares, video by Oscar Carvajal Mariscal 
1993 Interview, Colony Reporter, John Pint 

 
NON-PEER REVIEWED ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
Beekman, Christopher S. Ms. Figuras y Figurillas de la Colección de Los Guachimontones. In 
Entre la Laguna y el Volcán: Reliquias de los Antiguos Pobladores de Los Guachimontones, 
edited by Verenice Y. Heredia Espinoza and Joshua D. Englehardt, pp. x-x.  
 
Johns, Catherine and Christopher S. Beekman. Ms. La Cerámica de la Colección de Los 
Guachimontones. In Entre la Laguna y el Volcán: Reliquias de los Antiguos Pobladores de Los 
Guachimontones, edited by Verenice Y. Heredia Espinoza and Joshua D. Englehardt, pp. x-x.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S., Justin Jennings, and Michael Mathiowetz. 2025? [Structure and 
History in the Americas 600-1350 CE: Closed and Interconnected? To be translated into Italian] 
In [Entangled Isolation. Connectivity and Diversity in Medieval Worlds: 600-1350 To be 



translated into Italian], edited by Daniel König, pp. xx-xx. Volume 2 of History of the World, 
General Editors, Akira Iriye and Jürgen Osterhammel. Giulio Einaudi, Italy.  
  
Beekman, Christopher S., Justin Jennings, and Michael Mathiowetz. 2024. Structure and History 
in the Americas 600-1350 CE: Closed and Interconnected? In Entangled Isolation. Connectivity 
and Diversity in Medieval Worlds: 600-1350, edited by Daniel König, pp. xx-xx. Volume 2 of 
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Teuchitlán. Invited paper presented at the Segundo Seminario-Taller sobre Problemáticas 
Regionales, a workshop organized by the Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia, held in 
Guadalajara, México.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2004. Scales of social action at the sites of Llano Grande and Navajas, 
Jalisco. Invited paper presented at the 69th Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology, Montreal, Canada.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2002. Critiques of Giddens’ Structuration theory and the implications 
for complex systems views of agency. Invited paper presented at the 101st Annual Meeting of the 
American Anthropological Association, New Orleans. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2002. Nuevos enfoques sobre la tradición Teuchitlán: investigaciones 
actuales en Llano Grande y Navajas, Jalisco. Invited paper presented at the symposium El 
Occidente de México y el Mundo Mesoamericano, sponsored by the Foundation for the 
Advancement of Mesoamerican Studies, Inc., Guadalajara, México. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2002. The Logic of Authority at Late Formative Llano Grande, Jalisco, 
Mexico. Paper presented at the 67th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Anthropology, 
Denver. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 2000. Landscape Considerations in the Site Planning of Classic Period 
Llano Grande, Jalisco. Invited paper presented at the 99th Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association, San Francisco. 
 



Beekman, Christopher S. 2000. Segmentary Organization and Multi-Strategy Polities. Invited 
paper presented at the 65th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Anthropology, 
Philadelphia. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1999. Ceremony, Symbolism, and Public Architecture in Late 
Formative Jalisco. Paper presented at the 98th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association, Chicago. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1999. A Volumetric Assessment of Social Ranking in West Mexican 
Shaft Tombs. Paper presented at the 64th Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Anthropology, Chicago. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1998. Lineage Tombs and Lineage Relations in Formative to Classic 
Period Jalisco. Invited paper presented at the 97th Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association, Philadelphia. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1998. West Mexico in the Formative and Classic Periods: Core-
Periphery Differentiation or Domination? Paper presented at the 63rd Annual Meeting of the 
Society for American Anthropology, Seattle. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1998. A Comparison of Different Methods to Estimate Population 
among Sites in the La Venta Corridor, Highland Jalisco. Paper presented at the 21st Midwestern 
Mesoamerican Meetings, East Lansing. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1997. An Intrasite Examination of a Shaft Tomb Site in Central Jalisco, 
Mexico. Paper presented at the 96th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association, Washington, D.C. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1997. The Link Between Political Boundaries and Political Models: A 
Case Study from Classic Period Jalisco, Mexico. Invited paper presented at the 62nd Annual 
Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Nashville. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. and Phil C. Weigand. 1996. Cerámica, Arquitectura, y Cronología en 
el Centro de Jalisco. Invited paper presented at the Seminario de Arqueología, Cronología 
Historiográfica de Occidente, Colima. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1996. Political Structure and External Relations of the Teuchitlán 
Tradition. Invited paper presented at the planning meeting for The Art and Archaeology of 
Ancient West Mexico, Art Institute of Chicago. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S., Vincent Schiavitti, and Phil C. Weigand. 1996. Una Examinación de 
las Fechas de Radiocarbón Disponibles del Occidente de México: Calibración, Discusión, y una 
Propuesta para un Banco de Datos. Paper presented at the IV Coloquio de Occidentalistas, 
Arqueología, Historia y Medio Ambiente: Perspectivas Regionales, Guadalajara. 
 



Beekman, Christopher S. 1996. The Chronological Context of the Central Jalisco Shaft Tombs. 
Invited paper presented at the 61st Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, 
New Orleans. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1995. El Complejo El Grillo del Centro de Jalisco: Una Revisión de su 
Cronología y Significado. Invited paper presented at the Simposio sobre Arqueología y 
Etnohistoria de las Cuencas Lacustres del Occidente de México, Zamora. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1995. The El Grillo Complex of Central Jalisco: Teotihuacan 
Expansion or Epiclassic Movements from the Northern Frontier? Invited paper presented at the 
60th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Minneapolis. 
 
Weigand, Phil and Christopher S. Beekman. 1994. The Qanat Systems of the La Venta Area, 
Jalisco. Paper presented at the Mesa Redonda of the Sociedad Mexicana de Antropología, 
Villahermosa. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1994. A Classic Period Political Boundary in the Sierra La Primavera 
Region, Jalisco, Mexico. Paper presented at the 59th Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology, Anaheim. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. and Stephen D. Houston. 1993. Political Boundaries in Ancient 
Mesoamerica. Paper presented at the 58th Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology, St. Louis. 
 
Inomata, Takeshi, Chris Beekman, Stacey Symonds, Oswaldo Chinchilla, Fernando Moscoso, 
Lori Wright and Robert Chatham. 1991. Excavations and Survey of the Petexbatún Fortress 
Capital of Aguateca. Paper presented at the 47th International Congress of Americanists, New 
Orleans. 
 
Beekman, Christopher S. 1989. The Origins of Chavín. Paper presented at the 2nd Anthropology 
Colloquium, CSU, San Bernardino. 
 
OTHER ROLES AT CONFERENCE SESSIONS 
Discussant 
2024 Forum entitled Reconsiderations of Epiclassic and Postclassic Migrations in 
Mesoamerica. Organized by William R. Fowler for the 89th Annual Meeting of the Society for 
American Archaeology, New Orleans.  
 
Discussant 
2023 Session entitled The Movement of People and Ideas in Eastern Mesoamerica during the 

9th and 10th centuries CE: A Multidisciplinary Approach. Organized by Simon Martin 
and Vera Tiesler for the 88th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, 
Portland.  

 
Christopher S. Beekman and Colin McEwan, symposiarchs 



2019 Symposium entitled Waves of Influence: Revisiting Coastal Connections between pre-
Columbian northwest South America and Mesoamerica. Organized for Dumbarton Oaks 
Research Library and Collections, Washington D.C.  

 
Christopher S. Beekman and Colin McEwan, co-organizers 
2019 Session entitled Coastal Connections: Pacific Coastal Links from Mexico to Ecuador. 

Organized for the 84th annual meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, 
Albuquerque.  

 
Christopher S. Beekman and Robert B. Pickering, co-organizers 
2014 Session entitled Re-connecting museum-based and field research on the West Mexican 

shaft tomb figures. Organized for the 79th annual meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology, Austin.  

 
Discussant 
2012 Session entitled Power at the Limits of Authority in Pre-Modern Polities. Organized by 

Charles Golden and Andrew Scherer for the 77th Annual Meeting of the Society for 
American Archaeology, Memphis.  

 
Christopher S. Beekman and William R. Fowler, jr., co-organizers 
2012 Session entitled Epiclassic to Middle Postclassic Migration in Mesoamerica. Organized 

for the 77th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Memphis.  
 
Brigitte Faugere and Christopher S. Beekman, co-organizers 
2011 Session entitled Gods and human beings: anthropomorphic representations in highland 

Mexico from Preclassic to Early Postclassic. Organized for the 76th Annual Meeting of 
the Society for American Archaeology, Sacramento.  

 
Christopher S. Beekman and Stephen D. Houston, co-organizers 
2007 Session entitled The End of the Beginning: Explaining the Final Years of the 

Mesoamerican Preclassic. Organized for the 72nd Annual Meeting of the Society for 
American Archaeology, held in Austin.  

 
Discussant 
2004 Session entitled Keeping the Baby Afloat: Migration Within and Without Stratified 

Societies. Organized by Josalyn Ferguson for the 69th Annual Meeting of the Society for 
American Archaeology, Montreal, Canada.  

 
Organizer and Chair 
2004 Session entitled Power, Social Organization, and Subsistence in the Teuchitlan Tradition 

of Central Jalisco: A First Attempt at a Synthesis. Organized for the 69th annual meeting 
of the Society for American Archaeology, Montreal, Canada.  

 
Christopher S. Beekman and William W. Baden, co-organizers 
2002 Session entitled Non-Linear Approaches in Archaeology. Organized for the 101st annual 

meeting of the American Anthropological Association, New Orleans. 



 
Organizer and Chair 
1997  Session entitled Political Boundaries in Ancient Mesoamerica. Organized for the 62nd 

meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Nashville. 
 
MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
American Anthropological Assoc. (1992) Sigma Xi Scientific Research Society (1994) 
Society for American Archaeology (1989) Coalition for Archaeological Synthesis (2019) 
College Art Association (2023)  
Lambda Alpha Anthropology Honor 
Society (2020) 

Teocentli (2014) 

 
WORKS IN PREPARATION 
Beekman, Christopher S. and Melissa Logan. In prep. Symbols of Authority and Gender in the 
Shaft Tomb Figures of Western Mexico.  
 
Beekman, Christopher S. In prep. Continuities from Archaic through Formative: Ritualized 
Claims on the Landscape in Western Mesoamerica.  
 
CURRENT REGULAR COURSE OFFERINGS 
Graduate Seminars 
 Contemporary Perspectives in Archaeological Theory 
Mixed Upper Division Undergraduate/Graduate Courses 
 Integrating Anthropology 
 Landscape Archaeology 
 Archaeology of Power and Inequality 
 Archaeology of Mexico and Central America F2F and online 
Upper Division Undergraduate Courses  
 World Prehistory F2F and online 

 
THESIS COMMITTEE SERVICE 
* indicates completed 

Undergraduate Honors Thesis (University of Colorado Denver) 
  *2005-2006 - Catherine Covey – chair. The Architecture of Inka Storage. Cheq’oq, Machu 
Qollqa, and Huayna Qollqa: A Nucleus of State Storage in the Cuzco Region 
  *2002 - David M. Luzader. Carausius’ Silver 
Master’s Thesis (University of Colorado Denver unless stated otherwise) 
  *2022 – Izaak Herman. The Socio-Spatial Nightmare of Immigration Detention in Aurora, 
Colorado.  
  2021-present - María José Ugalde López – Co-Director. El Colegio de Michoacán. 
Representaciones Corporales en los Valles Centrales de Jalisco: Aproximaciones a las 
identidades femeninas.  
  *2021-2023 – Oliver Didier Flores Nuñez – Co-Director. El Colegio de Michoacán. 
Simbolismo e ideología en el Círculo 2 de Los Guachimontones, Jalisco.  
  *2019-2022 – Samantha Murphy - Chair. Relating Status to Access to Healthcare in the Pre-
Contact Andes during the Middle and Late Horizon Periods. 



  *2019 – Hannah Keller. The subsistence strategies of Middle and Later Stone Age foragers 
during Interglacial/Glacial transitions at Knysna, South Africa. 
  *2018-2019 – Jonathan Hedlund. Thermal feature morphology change and implications for 
prehistoric subsistence and settlement on the northern escarpment of the Palmer Divide, 
Colorado.  
  *2017-2019 – Breeanna Charolla. Zooarchaeological Analysis of Neandertal Cave Site Arma 
Veirana in Liguria, Italy.  
  *2017-2019 – Sarah Simeonoff. Zooarchaeological Analysis at Pinnacle Point Site 5-6, South 
Africa during a Late Pleistocene Interglacial-Glacial Transition.  
  *2017-2019 – Javier A. Sandoval Andrade. Economía y cerámica en la región de los Valles de 
Tequila (Jalisco) durante el período Postclásico (900-1500 d.C.). El Colegio de Michoacan. 
  *2017-2019 – Hugo E. Carrión Méndez. ¿Cambios o continuidades? El paisaje político a 
partir del paisaje lítico en la región norte del Volcán de Tequila durante las fases Tequila II a 
IV (350 a.C.-500 d.C.) y El Grillo (500-900 d.C.). El Colegio de Michoacán.  
  *2017 – Robert Diehl. Towards an Interpretive Framework for Burnt Ostrich Eggshell: An 
Experimental Study. 
  *2016-2020 – Amy Gillaspie – chair. Ritual Spaces among the Classic Maya: An Exploration 
of Peri-abandonment Deposits and the Ceramic Figurine Collection from Baking Pot, Belize. 
  *2015-2017 – Jones Lefae – chair. The Mortuary Offerings of Los Guachimontones. 
Specialized Goods for Special Contexts? 
  *2015-2016 – Brittany Johnson. Analysis of the Burials at the Yellow Jacket Hamlets (5mt1 
and 5mt3): An Examination of the Possibility of the Presence of Captives. 
  *2014-2017 – Anthony DeLuca – chair. Architectural Energetics at Los Guachimontones, 
Jalisco, Mexico. 
  *2014-2015 – Kristie Hollon – chair. Analysis of Social Space: Analyzing Lived Experiences 
in the Los Guachimontones Central Area.  
  *2013-2016 – Karen Pierce – chair. Late to Terminal Classic Transition at Lamanai with 
Implications for the Postclassic.  
  *2011-2014 – John Wagner – chair. Circles of Glass and Grain: Wealth and staple economy 
differences between core and transitional area settlements, as reflected in public 
center lithics from the Tequila Valley area of Jalisco, Mexico.  
  *2011-2014 – Catherine Johns – chair. Ceramic activity analysis of Navajas Circle 5 and the 
need for Practice Theory in unusual monumental architecture. 
  *2011-2013 – Lucas Hoedl – chair. Shades of black: Obsidian distribution and social 
organization at the Teuchitlan tradition site of Navajas during the Late Formative Period. 
  *2010-2011 – Jessica Nelson – chair. Différance and the Benefit of Humor in Political 
Discourse. 
  *2010 – Nicoletta Gori. Les tombes à puits de l’Occident du Mexique: El Piñon, etude d’un 
patron funéraire entre tradition et originalité. Université Paris I – Panthéon-Sorbonne. 
  *2009 – Claire Billard. Le Vieux Dieu sur le Haut Plateau Central Mexicain. Université Paris 
I – Panthéon-Sorbonne. 
  *2009 – Gregory Williams. Rock Art and Sacredness of Place in the Landscape of West-
Central Colorado as Identified by Visual and Acoustic Indicators of Prehistoric Ritual 
Behavior. 
  *2007-2010 - Raquel Guerrero – chair. Dancing in the Street: Danza Azteca as Cultural 
Revitalization and Spiritual Liberation for Chicanos 



  *2007 - Jessica Florence. Linear and Cortical Bone Dimensions as Indicators of Health Status 
in Subadults from the Milwaukee County Poor Farm Cemetery 
  *2005-2008 - Neil Hauser. Informing Prehistoric Forager Perspectives: Why Create a 
Bedrock Mine in a Material Rich Environment? 
  *2005–2008 - Ken Bedingfield. Formative-era Exchange, Interaction, and Social Structure in 
West-central Colorado: A Multidimensional Study of Surface Ceramics Utilizing Neutron 
Activation Analysis 
  *2005-2007 - Melissa Logan – chair. Gender Ideology in Late Formative Western Mexico: A 
Study of Ceramic Representations 
  *2005–2007 - Craig Brazeau. Chronologically Dating Rock Art Elements and its Importance in 
the Symbolic Interpretation of Cultural Identity 
  *2005 - Rachel Foreman. Altruistic Punishment and Compensation: Results from a Third-
party Justice Game in Papua New Guinea 
  *2003-2007 - Shina Duvall – chair. Shared Symbolism in Powerful Places: Explorations into 
Cosmological Principles Displayed through the Ceremonial Public Architecture of the 
Teuchitlan Tradition in the Tequila Valleys of Jalisco, West Mexico 
  *2002, 2005-2006 - Michelle Slaughter. An Archaeological and Ethnographic Examination of 
the Presence, Acquisition, and Consumption of Saké at Camp Amache, a World War II 
Japanese Internment Camp 
  *2001-2006 - Robert Hutchinson. Identifying the Ethnicity of the Classic Period Inhabitants of 
Cerén, El Salvador: A Comparative Study 
  *2001-2003 - Chris Bevilacqua. Ceramic Resource Use in the Sand Canyon Locality: 
Implications for Late Pueblo III Community Organization in Southwest Colorado 
  *2001-2003 - Heather Mrzlack. Ochre at 49-PET-408 
  *2000 - Jorge Sánchez Montelongo. El Sistema Arriero de la Zona Territorial Jalisciense y 
Michoacana. Un Estudio Sobre el Desarrollo Comercial y el Sistema de Comunicación 
Regional. Colegio de Michoacán, Zamora, México. 
Doctoral Dissertation 
  2023-present – Gabriela García Ayala. Organización social durante el formativo medio en el 
núcleo de la cultura Teuchitlán. Co-Director – El Colegio de Michoacán.  
  2022-present – Lauren Beth Norwood. Narratives in Clay: Late Formative and Early Classic 
Period West Mexican Narrative Ceramics and Networks of Practice. University of New 
Mexico.  
  *2021 - Benjamín Alfredo Rosales Valenzuela. Balsa Huancavilca: de Medio de 
Comunicación Prehispánica en el Pacífico Americano a Factor de Desarrollo del Ecuador y el 
Norte del Perú. Universidad Pablo de Olavide, Spain.  
  2021-present – Miriam Campos Martínez. University of California Merced. Households and 
lifeways. Domestic life and social organization in a northern Mesoamerican settlement. 
  2021-present – Kellie Roddy. Production, Adoption and Selection of Cuisine in the Tequila 
Valleys. Cotsen Institute of Archaeology, University of California Los Angeles. 
  2020-present – Anthony DeLuca. Architectural Energetics, Collective Governance, and 
Exclusionary Corporate Strategies at Los Guachimontones, Jalisco, Mexico. University of 
Texas at San Antonio. 
  *2019 – Antoine Dorison. Archéologie des systèmes agraires préhispaniques de la région de 
Zacapu, Michoacan, Mexique. VIIE - XVE siècle apr. J.-C. Université Paris I – Panthéon-
Sorbonne, France.  



  2019-present – Leonardo Valdez Ordoñez – Co-Chair. Harvard University.  
  2016-present – Sarah Loomis – Co-Chair. Socializing the Skeleton: Identity in Human 
Remains from Los Guachimontones, Jalisco, Mexico. Harvard University. 
  *2012-2015 – Armando Trujillo Herrada. La configuration spatiale de la tradition Teuchitlán, 
Jalisco: Traitement sig et modeles d’organisation politico-sociale. Université Paris I – 
Panthéon-Sorbonne, France. 
  *2011-2012 – Carlos Jácome Hernandez. El Tropel, un sitio arqueológico del clásico en el 
Occidente Mesoamericano. Université Montreal, Canada.  
  *2010-2015 – Claire Billard. Le Vieux Dieu. Vies et morts d'une divinité ignée sur les Hauts 
Plateaux mexicains. Etude diachronique de l'iconographie et de la symbolique d'une entité 
préhispanique par une approche comparée des sources archéologiques, ethnohistoriques et 
ethnographiques. Université Paris I – Panthéon-Sorbonne, France.  

 
SERVICE 
Department of Anthropology 

2023-present Department NAGPRA coordinator 
2020 Chair, Research Committee - Tenure review of department faculty 

member 
2017-2018 Member, Hiring Committee for tenure-track position 
2017 Chair, Research Committee - Comprehensive review of department 

faculty member 
2011-2014, 
2014-2017 

Department Chair: Major accomplishments included extensive 
rewrite of by-laws, development and launch of online minor, 
extensive discussion of potential Ph.D. program, external review of 
department and subsequent plan implementation, three tenure-track 
hires, two tenure-track faculty promoted to tenure, department move 
to new offices 

2010 Chair, Research Committee - Tenure review of department faculty 
member 

2009-2011 Director of Graduate Program for approx. 30 anthropology graduate 
students 

2008 Chair, Hiring Committee for tenure-track position 
2007-2008 Member, Hiring Committee for tenure-track position 
2007 Member, Hiring Committee for 1 year position 
2006 Member, Hiring Committee for 2 year position 
2005-2008 Director of Undergraduate Program for approx. 70-80 anthropology 

majors 
2004-2005 Member, Hiring Committee for tenure-track position 
2004 Member, Committee for Revision of Comprehensive Exam Format 

     
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, CU Denver 

2016-2017 Executive committee member, Council of Chairs 
2014 Internal member of external review for Department of Modern 

Languages, CLAS 
2012 Reviewer, CRISPS grants 
2011 Reviewer, Center for Faculty Development Grants 



2011 Reviewer, CLAS Dissemination Grants 
2004-2006 Member, General CLAS Scholarship Committee 

 
University of Colorado Denver 

2018-2025 Member, Graduate Council 
 
Community 

2022 Public Lecture with Camilo Mireles – Nuevos hallazgos en Loma 
Alta, cerámica y lítica, “Coloquio Hallazgos en Guachimontones: 
Restauración arqueológica y nuevas lecturas de identidad”, held at 
the Centro Interpretativo Guachimontones, Teuchitlán, Jalisco, 
México 

2021 Commentator, Cosmovisiones en el México prehispánico, 13-part 
television series by Carol Perelman, TV Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de Mexico (UNAM) 

2020 Panelist – The Ethics of Art Collecting, Daniels Fund Ethics 
Initiative (DFEI) program at the CU Denver and University of 
Denver business schools and the DU Center for Art Collection Ethics 

2020 Public Lecture – Lessons on Migration from Archaeology, Convo 
from the Couch with Senator Kerry Donovan of Colorado State 
Senate 

2020 Public Lecture – Archaeological Institute of America, Denver chapter 
2019 Lecture for Docent Training – Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco 
2018 Public Lecture – Museo Regional de Colima, Mexico 
2017 Public Lecture – Harvard University, Cambridge 
2017 Public Lecture – Archaeological Institute of America, Boulder 

chapter 
2016 Public Lecture – Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa 
2016 Public Lecture – Pre-Columbian Society of Washington, DC 
2015 Public Lecture – De Young Museum, San Francisco 
2015 Public Lecture – Dumbarton Oaks Research Library, Washington DC 
2015 Public Lecture – Alianza de las Artes Americanas and Denver Art 

Museum 
2014 Reddit Session – Ask Me Anything about Formative to Classic 

Period West Mexico 
2010 Public Lecture – Alianza de las Artes Americanas and Denver Art 

Museum 
2009 Public Lecture – McDonald Institute for Archaeology, University of 

Cambridge, Cambridge 
2009 Public Lecture - World Art and Museology Program and the 

Sainsbury Research Unit, University of East Anglia 
2008 Public Lecture – Société des Américanistes, Paris 
2004 Interview, Jalisco y sus Civilizaciones Olvidadas, 4-part series of 

didactic videos by Oscar Carbajal Mariscal, Centro Universitario de 
Ciencias Biológicas y Agropecuarias (CUCBA), Universidad de 
Guadalajara (UdG) 



 
Discipline 

2022-2025 Member, Editorial Board for Ancient Mesoamerica, Cambridge 
University Press 

2022 Public Lecture and Panelist – The Stendahl Tomb: The collusion of 
archaeologists, dealers, and looters in 1960s West Mexico, in 
international virtual symposium “Collecting Mesoamerican Art, 
1940–1968: Forging a Market in the United States and Mexico”, 
Getty Research Institute, Los Angeles 

2021 Public commentator, Presentación del libro Nosotros y los Otros. 
Migraciones tardias precolombinas de Mesoamerica al sur de 
Centroamerica, by Eugenia Ibarra Rojas, San José, Costa Rica 

2020 Virtual Workshop, Pre-Hispanic Art Provenance Initiative (PHAPI), 
Getty Research Institute, Los Angeles 

2019 Public Lecture and Panelist - Branding West Mexico: Early 
Collectors vs. Art Dealers, in international symposium “Collecting 
Mexican Art before 1940: A New World of American Antiquities”, 
Getty Research Institute, Los Angeles 

2019-present Working Group on Collectors, Museums, Dealers, and Trafficking. 
Pre-Hispanic Art Provenance Initiative, Getty Research Institute, Los 
Angeles 

2018 Comentarista, Seminario de Avances de Tesis para Estudiantes del 
Centro de Estudios Arqueológicos, Colegio de Michoacán 

2017-2022 Member, Advisory Board for Ancient Mesoamerica, Cambridge 
University Press 

2017-2018 Working Group on Collectors, Museums, Dealers, and Trafficking. 
Institute for the Preservation of Cultural Heritage (IPCH) at Yale 
University 

2016 Comentarista, Seminario de Avances de Tesis para Estudiantes del 
Centro de Estudios Arqueológicos, Colegio de Michoacán 

2014-2016 Consultant, West Mexico: Ritual and Identity exhibition, Gilcrease 
Museum, Tulsa 

2014-2015 Authenticating confiscated artifacts for Canadian Customs, and ad 
hoc consultant for U.S. Homeland Security investigative team 

2012-present Member, Editorial Committee for Americae: European Electronic 
Journal of Pre-Columbian Studies, Centre National de la Recherche 
Scientifique 

2012 Comentarista, Seminario de Avances de Tesis para Estudiantes del 
Centro de Estudios Arqueológicos, Colegio de Michoacán 

2005, 2011 Authenticating confiscated artifacts for U.S. Customs 
2010 Comentarista, Seminario de Avances de Tesis para Estudiantes del 

Centro de Estudios Arqueológicos, Colegio de Michoacán 
2010 Comentarista, Seminario de Avances de Investigación por 

Profesores-investigadores del Centro de Estudios Arqueológicos, 
Colegio de Michoacán 



2010 External reviewer for tenure and promotion, major northeastern 
university 

 
REVIEW ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL JOURNALS AND ORGANIZATIONS 

National Science Foundation Nature Scientific Reports 
National Geographic Society Proceedings of the National Academy of 

Sciences 
Agence Nationale de la Recherche (France) Frontiers in Political Science 
National Research Foundation (South Africa) Structure and Dynamics 
Missouri University Research Reactor Radiocarbon 
Dumbarton Oaks Research Library Journal of Latin American Geography 
University Press of Colorado American Anthropologist 
University of Utah Press Journal of Archaeological Research 
University of New Mexico Press Journal of Archaeological Science 
Colegio de Michoacán Press (Mexico) Cambridge Archaeological Journal (UK) 
Left Coast Press Latin American Antiquity 
British Archaeological Reports (UK) Ancient Mesoamerica 
 Americae (France) 
 Relaciones del Colegio de Michoacán 

(Mexico) 
 Maya Archaeology 
 Kiva 

 
ACADEMIC HONORS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

2022 Project Researcher in residence, Pre-Hispanic Art Provenance Initiative, Getty 
Research Institute, Los Angeles.  

2018 One month fellowship in Pre-Columbian Studies, Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, 
D.C. Research Topic – “Waves of Influence: Pacific Coastal Links from Mexico 
to Ecuador”. ($3000, partial board).  

2015-2016 Fellow in Pre-Columbian Studies, Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, D.C. Research 
topic – “Out of Many, One: Collective Governance and its Visual Ramifications 
in Pre-Columbian Jalisco, Mexico” ($35,000, room & board) 

2015 27th Annual Elizabeth and Lewis K. Land Memorial Lecture, Friends of Ethnic 
Art, de Young Museum, San Francisco.  

2009 Visiting Research Fellow, Sainsbury Research Unit, University of East Anglia 
(£6000)  

2008 Professeur invité, Institut d’Art et Archéologie, Université Paris I – Panthéon-
Sorbonne (€4000) 

2003 Fifth annual “Escultura Guachimontón” award from the Municipality of 
Teuchitlan, Jalisco, Mexico 

1994-1995  Junior Fellow in pre-Columbian Studies, Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, D.C. 
Research topic - "The Long-Term Evolution of a Political Boundary: 
Archaeological Research in Jalisco, Mexico." ($11,000, room & board) 

1989-1994  Harold Stirling Vanderbilt Fellowship and University Tuition Scholarship, 
Vanderbilt University (Tuition waiver and approx. $12,000 annual stipend) 



1989  Phi Kappa Phi (CSUSB chapter) nominee to national Fellowship competition 
($500) 

1985  Rim of the World Community Scholarship for Laboratory Science ($500) 
 
 
LANGUAGES 

Spanish: Fluent Classical Nahuatl: Basic familiarity 
French, Italian: Beginner Maya Hieroglyphics: Basic familiarity 

 
 


